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Mr. TRUMBULL. There may be many pa- || fixed at $20,000 in the resolution than though it 


connected with the report of the Secretary 
new y that the public will have no general in- 
a : but certainly there are portions of those 
ST ean of the highest interest, and I should 
SS if, without any instructions about it, the 
~ omittee would take it upon themselves to re- 
— to the Senate when they report back the res- 
oie what portions of the report of the Secre- 
a of War it is advisable to publish. 
“The motion to recommit was agreed to. 


EXPENSES OF COMMITTEE ON THE WAR. 


Mr. WADEasked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (S, 
No, 37) for the payment of the expenses incurred 
by the joint committee on the conduct of the war; 
which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. WADE. lask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to consider it at this time. 
~ There being pontieeiay, the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 

int resolution. It proposes to appropriate 
420,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
io pay the expenses of the joint committee of 
Congress appointed to inquire into the conduct 
sud expenditures of the war. The money is to 
be drawn from the Treasury upon the order of 
the Secretary of the Senate as it shall be required 
by the committee. Any portion of the amount 
appropriated that shall be allowed by the com- 
mittee to witnesses attending before it, or to per- 
sons employed in its service, for per diem, travel- 
ing,and otherexpenses, ane pase by the Secretary 
of the Senate in pursuance of the order of the com- 
mittee, is to be accordingly credited and allowed 
by the accounting officers of the Treasury De- 
partment, 

Mr. WADE. I will barely state that this is the 
same resolution in terms as the one on the same 
subject passed at the last Congress. It asks, how- 
ever, for a larger appropriation than that. That 
was $10,000, but from the instructions we have 
received from the Senate and House of Represent- 
aives already to investigate certain matters, I sup- 
pose it will be more expensive than any investi- 
gations we made during the last Congress, and I 
cannot tell to what extent it will go, but I can give 
a pledge that we shall spend no more than is ab- 
solutely necessary. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading; and it was read the third time. 

Mr. POWELL. It seems to me thatisa very 
large sum for the expenses ofacommittee. There 
are no items mentioned, and we do not know 
what itis for, except generally. I think the res- 
olution ought to be accompanied with some ex- 
planation. 1 hope the chairman of the committee 
will tell us what this $20,000is for. -Of course I 
do not pect him to go into minute details. 

Mr.WADE. It is impossible to make specifi- 
cations now, because we do not know exactly 
What sums will be necessary. We have been 
instructed by the Senate to investigate certain mat- 
rs in Missouri and along the Mississippi river, 
and at Charleston, and many other places that 
vill require considerable time and considerable 
*xpense if we go into them and obey the instruc- 
tons we have received. We are also incurring 
‘ome expenses here constantly now for investi- 
sstions that we are making. eee tell the ex- 
Ne 126.0, imi the resolution; but it is impossi- 
sible ges it precisely, inasmuch as itis impos- 
das € ve the expenses will be. Gentle- 
ie ee that. We have limited the expend- 
vhick gverer in the resolution to the matters 

. antek ee eos Pena eS to investigate. 
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'} sand deserters. 


said half that amount, provided we can do with 
less. Of course we cannot go very much beyond 
the expenses that Congress is willing to allow. | 
put it at $20,000 because I thought it might pos- 
sibly be that we should have to spend that sum. 
We may not have to spend one half of it. That 
is all I have to say about it. 
The joint resolution was passed, 


EDITING OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. SUMNER submitted the following reso- | 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed | 
to consider the expediency of providing that the public || 


documents published by Congress shall be edited, especially 
sO as to secure good indexes, 


DESERTERS FROM THE ARMY. 


Mr. WILSON. I move that the Senate post- 
pone the consideration of other matters, and take 


up the bill (S. No. 175) in relation to deserters | 


from the military service of the United States. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. It provides that in addition to the other 
lawful penalties of the crime of desertion from the 
armies of the United States, all deserters who have 
deserted beyond the limits of the United States, 
and who shall neglect or refuse to return and re- 


enter the military service at the places and in the | 


time and manner hereinafter described, shall be 
deemed and taken to have voluntarily relinquished 
and forfeited their rights of citizenship of the 
United States, and their rights to become citizens 
thereof, and such deserter shall thereafter be inca- 
pable of holding any office of trust or profit under 
the United States, or of exercising any of the 
rights of citizens of the United States. idanaas: 
ately after the passage of this act, the President 
of the United States is to issue his proclamation 
declaring that all soldiers absent without leave, 
who have departed beyond the limits of the United 
States, may return, within atime specified, to such 
place or places as he may designate in his procla- 
mation, and reénter the military service of the 
United States for the term of their original enlist- 


ment, without punishment, except the forfeiture | 


of pay and allowances due at the time of their de- 
sertion and during their absence, and all deserters 
who do not return and reénter the service, at the 
time and places specified by the President, are to 


| be liable to the penalties described in the first sec- 


tion of this act. The President may in his proc- 
lamation authorize the reénlistment of all deserters 
who may return and avail themselves of the ben- 
efits of this act into new regiments, or other or- 
ganizations, to be formed at the places designated 
by him, or he may direct that all such deserters 


shall be restored to the regiments or other organ- | 


izations in which they originally enlisted; and if 


such deserters into new regiments, or other or- 
ganizations, he shall appoint and commission the 
Officers of such regiments or organizations. If 
any person shall hereafter desert the room ser- 
vice, and depart beyond the limits of the United 


States during the time for which he may have en- | 
-listed, he is to be liable to the penalties described | 


in the first section of this act. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, it will be re- 
membered that some time since we passed an act 
directing the President of the United States, 
within thirty days after its passage, to issue a 
proclamation declaring that all deserters who 
would report themselves for duty within a certain 
time should be pardoned. The President of the 











United States issued that proclamation, and sev- || 


eral thousand deserters in various parts of the 
country reported themselves and joined their com- 
mands, and I believe have since been faithful in 
the discharge of their duties. 


It is represented that we have now eighty thou- | 


1 think that is a great mistake. 
1 do not believe we have more than forty thou- 
sand, A great many of the persons who are rep- 


® nO more expended because the sum is || resented as deserters have in some form or other, 


| States shall issue his 
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|| through the hospitals or in some other way, got 


out of the service, and the record has not been 
kept properly. Within the past twelve months 
under the provost marshal system we have had 
about twenty-eight thousand deserters returned 
to their regiments. We are at the present time 
hunting up these men in all partsof the country; 
and there are comparatively very few desertions 
from the service, for the reason that under the 
system established by the enrollment act itis very 
difficult for a soldier to desert and escape detec- 
tion. In fact, I have no doubt that all the ex- 
penses incurred by the enrollment act have been 
amply justified in the return of deserters and the 
effect it has had on the Army to keep men from 
deserting. In that respect alone it has more than 
paid all the cost of the system. 

It is represented that we have at this time some- 


| where from ten to fifteen thousand deserters in 


Canada and the other British provinces. tis esti- 
mated by some gentlemen who have examined the 
subject very carefully that the number will reach 
fifteen thousand, There is no doubt whatever 
that there are many thousand men there who have 
left the service of the United States, many of them 
at an early day when it was not so great a crime 
to desert the service as at the present time, be- 
cause the discipline in our Army has been very 
much improved, 

Mr. COLLAMER. And in those days you 
could get as many as you had a mind to, 

Mr. WILSON. At that time it was rather 
easy to get men into the service, and very easy 
for them to run away. A very lax and loose 
system prevailed. A great many persons then 
left the service and went not only to other parts 
of the country, but to Canada, and many who 
went to other parts of the country, under the 

ressure since have gone over the aap. it will 
be remembered that the statement of the condi- 
tion of the army of the Potomac at Harrison's 
Landing showed thirty-five thousand gen absent 
without leave. 

Itis said by gentlemen who have been in commu- 
nication with these deserters in Canada, that they 
are very anxious to return to the United States. 
They are scattered up and down that country. 
The rewards of labor there are very light. Many 
of them are hardly able to support themselves at 
all. ‘The war has continued longer than they ex- 
pected. They find that running away from the 
Army and going into Canada is much harder than 
being in the service and doing their duty, They 
are afraid to return to the United States for fear 
of being arrested and tried, and having the pen- 
alties of the law executed upon them. It is pro- 
vosed in this bill that the President of the United 
sroclamation pardoning 
these persons if they will return to such places as 
he shall name and serve out the time for which 


|| they were enlisted into the service of the United 
the President shall authorize the reénlistment of | 


States. It is thought by some persons who have 
examined this subject carefully, thatifsome places 
were named, say Detroit, Buffalo, Ogdensburg, 
Rouse’s Point, and some point in the State of 
Maine, where they could come from Canada and 
the other British, provinces, we might gather up 
a large body of men who would return to the 
United States and do the duty that they agreed 
to do, 

Mr. COLLAMER. Is there anything in the 
bill providing that these men shall be pardoned 
for any little offense they may have committed 
against the rules which led to their desertion? 
Some of them were guilty of some little things, 
and got scared and ran off 

Mr. WILSON. This bill provides that they 
shall be pardoned. All that will be required of 


| them will be that they serve out their time; but 


they are not to have pay for the time they were 
absent, 

Mr. COLLAMER. The point I am after is 
this: here were young men, to my certain knowl- 
edge, who got into some little difficulties in the 
Army; they had a drunken frolic, for instance, 
and imagined that they were going to be putinto 
prison, and got scared and ray off to Canada, and 








You 


they areufraid to come back. Now lwanta par- 
don for them for running away and for whatever 
offenses they have committed up to that time. 

Mr. WILSON. This bill says that they may 
return ** without punishment, except the forfeit- 
ure of pay and allowances due at the time of their 
desertion aud during their absence.’? Theobject 
is to pardon them entirely. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I want all these little of- 
fenses wiped out. 

Mr. WILSON. [ think it would bea very wise 
arrangement, and provision is made for it in this 
bill, never to return these men back to their own 
regiments again, It is said that when several 
thousand of these men, I think some twelve or 
fifteen thousand, returned under the previous proc- 
lamation of the President and joimed the ranks of 
the Army and went back into theirold regiments, 
there was a very deep feeling of indignation in 
those regiments that they should be pardoned and 
allowed to come back without punishment, The 
men who had been faithful to the flag thought it 
wrong that the Government should permit those 
men to return without punishment; but they came 
back and were not punished in any respect whiut- 
ever, und | believe they have been as faithful as 
other men ever since, 

I think the true way would be this: these per- 
sona who have gone out of the country should 


be allowed to report at several points along the | 
Canadian line, say Detroit, Buffalo, Rouse’s Point, | 


Ogdensburg, and Portland, to officers appointed 
to organize them into companies, and then those 
companies should be organized into regiments, 
as the bill provides they may be if the President 
chooses to do so; and then you can send them 
away to the Southwest or anywhere else in the 
country. 

My judgment is that the bill will have a tend- 
ency to bring back into the service of the United 
States several thousand men who have deserted 
it. In order to hasten their return and make 


them feel what they are losing, we provide in the | 


firstaection of the bill that in addition to the pen- 
alties they have incurred they shall be deemed to 
have forfeited their rights of citizenship. The 
penalty of desertion is death in every case if they 
are brought back and the court-martial chooses 
to inflict it upomthem. Perhaps all of them are 
not morall? Buy y of the crime. Some of them, 
perhaps, ran 

mean to commitsuach an offense as they have com- 
mitted; but they are in reality guilty of the crime 
of desertion, and the penalty of death rests upon 
them, 
now upon those who refuse to return, that they 

Shall be deemed and taken to have voluntarily rclin- 
quished and forfeited their rights of citizenship of the Uni- 
ted States, and their rights to become citizens thereof, and 
such deserter shall thereafter be incapable of holding any 
office of trust or profit under the United States, or of ex- 
ercising any of the rights of citizens of the United States. 

Mr. CARLILE. If the Senator will permit 
me, the object of the Senator from Vermont, it 
seems to me, might be obtained by inserting after 
the word ** punishment,’’ in the eighth line of the 
second section, the words, ‘* fo desertion or any 
offense committed by them while in the service.” 
That would reach the suggestion of the Senator 
from Vermont. It would be a general amnesty, 
not only for desertion, but for any misdemeanor 
that might have caused desertion. 

Mr. WILSON. Iam not clear that it is best 
to put thatin. This bill now covers all the cases 
of desertion from the service. 

Mr.COLLAMER. Has not the President that 

ower now? 

Mr. WILSON. He has the power to pardon 
them after they are tried; but he has not the power 
to get them back. He has not the power to par- 
don them inadvance. ‘There is no law thatallows 
it, and he cannotissue any such notice. Congress 
passed an act to allow him to do it once, and he 
did it under the positive order and direction of 
Congress; but the Presidentcannot issue any such 
drotlauatina of his own motion. 


Mr. COLLAMER. The President, under the 


Constitution, has the power before a man is tried | 


at all to pardon him for any offense. 

Mr. WILSON. They do notso understand it. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Itis s0; and a man may 
go into court and plead his pardon. 

Mr. WILSON, The question has been pressed 
on the Government by Army officers and others 
for the last three or four months; but the Presi- 


vay thoughtlessly, and did not | 


We provide in addition to all the penalties | 


| dentand the Secretary of War felt that they ought |! 
not to do it, and that they had not the power to || 


| dent and laid his case before him. 








| in the hands of the Executive. 


do it without the sanction of Congress. They 
may technically have that power; but we passed 
an act through Congress requiring the President 
within thirty days after the passage of the act to 
issue a proclamation of pardon, and that procla- 
mation brought back to the service of the coun- 
try from twelve to fifteen thousand men. 

Mr. CLARK. If the Senator will allow me 
I will state a case which will perhaps illustrate 
this whole matter, and show that the President 
thinks he does possess the power. 
curred within a few weeks past—and this will 
show how easily men may get out of the Army 
as wellas how easily they may be returned— 
where a young manfrom my own State received 
a furlough, because he was sick,togohome. He 
was not well enough to return when his furlough 
expired, and his physician undertook to get him 
an extension of that furlough, and afterwards to 
get him a discharge; but he failed to do it. The 
bg man’became frightened, understanding that 

is Mame was borne on the books of his com- 
pany as a deserter, and he did not dare to go 
back to hiscompany. But he would not quit 
the service, and he went and employed himself 
as a teamster for a quartermaster. After he had 
been in that service something like a year, he be- 
came dissatisfied. He felt for his father; he felt 
for his friends; he felt for himself. He did not 
like to be considered asadeserter. Nobody had 
ever apprehended him. He had sometimes been 
back to his own company and they had known 
him; and yet nobody would arrest him. 

He came to me some little time ago and ex- 
plained the matter to me. I went to the Presi- 
The Presi- 
dent said to me, ** If that young man will go back 
and serve in his company and regiment faith- 
fully I will give hima pardon. Bring him up 
here and let me see him.”” [did notcarry him up 
there, but the President sentme a pardon forthat 
young man, and he has gone back to the service 
and has never been tried. The President has the 
power without any lawtodothat. Hemaysend 
any of these men back. 

And now, while I am up, perhaps the Senator 
will permit me to say that I doubt very much 


| whether we ought to bring these men back in this 


way. Ifthey will not return upon the voluntary 
proclamation of the President they will be forever 
expatriated. The President may authorize them 
to come back and go into the service if he will, 
and have we the power under the Constitution, 
let me inquire, to direct the President and say 
that he shall issue this proclamation and shall par- 
don these men? Are we not attempting te use 
the very authority which was given to the Pres- 
ident by the Constitution? We say inthe second 
section that he shall do it, that he shall issue a 
proclamation promising them that if they return 
there shall be no further punishment. That is 
left entirely in the discretion of the President, ac- 
cording to the Constitution; it is not left to a law 
of Congress. While I would be very glad to 
have these people return, as many of them as will 
upon proclamation, there may be danger in it. 
As is suggested to me by the Senator from Iowa, 
[Mr. Grimes,] it may demoralize the Army. It 
may slow to the men in thé Army how easily a 
deserter can return and how slight a punishment 
is inflicted. I know there is great objection on 
the part of true and loyal soldiers to have desert- 
ers by the sideof them. They may be organized 
in separate regiments, but what would a regiment 
of deserters be worth, and where would you put 
them except in jailor prison? Who would want 
to command them except a deserter? 

I have been of opinion that severity, more se- 
verity than we have been exercising on these de- 
seriers, was necessary and useful. I know there 
are a great many of them, and we cannot pu tish 
them all; but I suggest to the Senator whether it 
would not be better to leave this matter entirely 
If he does not 
choose to issue his proclamation and offer to these 
people pardon ifthey will come back, they will be 
just where the bill proposes to put them—foreve 
expatriated. They will not dare to return. If they 
do, they will come back as a thief in the night, 
and otdare toshow themselves. They will for- 
ever be a living and a standing punishment, an 
example to everybody, with the mark of Cain 
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_o’clock as a special order. 


| Navy, and other persons engaged in the | 


| so that it will come up to-morrow. 
| Senate will consent that we take it up then, and 
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MILITARY INTERFERENCE WITH ELECTION: 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mornice 


hour having expired, it is incumbent on the (4... 
tocall up the special order ofthe day. The (,.. 
will remark by way of explanation that there 
are two special assignments for this hour. Th. 
first is the joint resolution (S. No. 16) dais 
amendments to the Constitution of the United 


‘ At one 
The other is the bi 


S. No. 37) to prevent officers of the Army ana 


and naval service of the United States, fron at 
fering in elections in the States. That comes yn 
as a special order, being the unfinished business 
of the last day’s sitting; and according to hevh. 
press rule of the Senate, as the unfinished busi. 
ness of the preceding session, it takes precedence 
among the special orders. ‘That bill, therefor: 
is now before the Senate; and upon it the Sens. 
tor from Michigan [Mr. Howarp] is entitled to 
the floor. . 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Before the Senator from 
Michigan proceeds, as the special order for to-day 
is superseded by the unfinished business of yestes. 
day, which I very much regret, | desire to ask tha; 
the joint resolution which was the special order {op 
to-day be made the special order for to-morrow, 


I hope the 


not have it postponed by other matters again, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That order 
will be entered, if no objection be made, without 
the question being put on the motion. 

Mr.SUMNER. There is a special order for 
to-morrow. I merely make aremark witha view 
to the public business. The special order for to- 
morrow 7s a bill which was assigned, I think, 
on the motion of the Senator from Iowa, {Mr 
Grimes. 

Mr.GRIMKS. That will notstand inthe way 
of the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. FESSENDEN.. I hope to be able to take 
up the Navy appropriation bill to-morrow, 

Mr. POWELL. I hope the bill which is now 
up will be pressed until there is a vote on it. | 
dislike to have any special order made for to-mor- 
row. The Senator from Maryland, as I under- 
stand, desires to follow the Senator from Michigan 
in the discussion of the bill which is now | 
the Senate. I hope the Senator from Illinois will 
not insist upon his motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Illinois moves the postponement of the bill 
under consideration with the view of taking up 
for consideration the joint resolution proposing 
amendments to the Constitution, for the purpose 
of making that resolution the special assignment 
for to-morrow at one o’clock. 

Mr. DAVIS. Idonot like that mode of doing 
business. I think that when the Senate has taken 
up a subject and is progressing in its discussion 
it ought to finish that subject by continuous ac- 
tion from day to day before taking up another 
It seems to me that the practice of blending de- 
bates upon different subjects is not the best move 
of doing business, 1 hope, myself, that the seb- 
ject upon which the honorable Senator trom 
Michigan intends to address the Senate to-day 
will be disposed of before any other subject 8 
debated. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I presume that the re- 
marks of the Senator from Michigan to-day may 
refer to occurrences in my own State which have 
been investigated by the Legislature of that Sta’, 
and if so, I should like an opportunity to rep'y 
to his remarks so far as they may relate to te 
State. I hope, therefore, that if the Senator rom 
Michigan speaks to-day upon the bill introcuce, 
by the Senator from entucky, {Mr. ee 
an opportunity will be allowed to such 0 Pon 
may feel called upon to reply in behalf o < 
States and the people of our States, to do 80 “hich 
out the intervention of any special act 
may possibly prevent the bill now before the + f 
ate from being considered at a future day. his 
knew that even next week we could call up i 
bill again, and be allowed to reply to the rema 
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receeds in making the subject to which 
ferred a special order, we may not have 
y of considering this matter even 


, ture day 
hi: PRESIDING OFFICER, The first ques- 
; - will the Senate take up the joint resolu- 
oi ie present ‘arenes with a view to consider 
‘ve motion to postpone it to a future day, 

‘l make it the special order for such day? 
Mr. T! ,UMBU LL. I do not wish to take up 
tet time of the Senate to-day in a discussion as 





or it shall be made a special order or not, 

thereby defeat the objeet 1 have in view, 
which is to get the early conside ration of the Sen- 
te to ihis important question of submitting t to the 
Satog an amendment to the C Constitution, Sv as 
‘ eeover prohibit and abolish slave ry.” I have 


i. .worofore had that matter set as a special order 
-1wo different days. I think there is a dispo- 
, the Senate to considerit. Ithas metthe 
favor of the Committee on the Judiciary, and has 
reported to this body; and I do ask of the 
ihat at some time they will consider itand 
4 have it put off from day to day in this way. 


Senate 


{nd now, notto take up further ime, | withdraw | 


my motion to make it a special order for to-mor- 
row, and give notice to the Senate that [ shall 
move at one o’clock to-morrow to proceed to the 

sideration of the joint resolution to amend the 
‘onstituation. It will then be for the Senate to 
lecide. If a majority decide that they will not 
-onsider it, of course they may do so. I shall 
have done my duty in reference to it. 


Mr. COLL AMER. Why not go on with 


Mr. TRU MBULL. renee another special 
order has preference of it, and the Senator from 
Michigan is entitled to ee floor and is prepared 
togoon. That is the reason I have to give way 
to-day. I would prefer going on to-day, butthe 
Senator from Michigan claims the floor on the 

inished business of yesterday. 
lhe PRESIDING OFFICER. Senate bill No 
prevent officers of the Army, &c., from 
fering in elections in the States, is before the 
Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HOWARD addressed the Senate for about 
twohours. [See Appendix.] 

Mr. HALE. 
will yield the floor, I will move that the Senate 


si, tO 


rh. ‘ 
; . HOWARD. _ I give way. 
r. TRUMBULL. I hope the Senator from 


New > Hanon will withdraw that motion and 
let us go Into executive session. 
Mr. HALE. I withdraw it for that purpose. 
=XECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I move that the Senate pro- 


ceed te the consideration of executive business. 


spent in the consideration of executive business, 
the doors were reopened, and 
The Se Swett 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, March 23, 1864. 


The ae met at twelve o’clock, m. 
y Rev. W. P. Titpen, of Boston. 
The Joes nal of yesterday was read and approved. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 
Mr. FENTON. Lask! 
“ays from Monday next. 
ave Was granied as requested, 
an SPEAKER. As requests for leaves of }| 
ence have become so frequent of late, the Chair 
ms it to be his duty-to state that, in his opin- 
even when granted they do notexempt mem- 
from deduction from their pay, for the rea- 
~ nthe ‘aw is Imperative that deductions shall be | 
“6e IN oO case except where the member is 
‘ek hiunself or there is sickness in his family. 


TILADDEUS MORRICE. 
. DAWSON, by unanimous 
d 4 the followi ing resolution: 


‘ca That there be paid out of the contingent fund 

equal tn aan to the mother of Thaddeus Morrice a stun 

grees: Hs Salary to the end of the present session of Con- 
i also his proper funeral expenses. 


Prayer 


leave of absence for ten 


Ue 


8 


consent, intro- 


Cue 


If the Senator from Michigan || 


THE 


if 


oan post tpone ment; but | am appre »hen- 














| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


i 
| 


| important office he 


| GOVERNMENT T 


| Speaker to Inve atignis 


; sent; 
} the Republican party 


| transported home 


| have 


| it without my knowledge or consent. If 


CONGRESSIONAL 


Mr. DAWSON. There isa congressional pre- 
cedent for this resolution in the proceedings of the 


Thirty-First Congress. I trust that it will re- 
ceive the unanimous sanction of this House. No 
employé of this H is more entitied to our 
just and generous consideration than Thaddeus 
- rrice He wasa you Y marof excellent char- 

cter, distinguished for his wonderful knowledge 


of parliamentary law, and of great fidelity in the 
filled so well. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
rRANSPORTATION TO CIVILIANS. 
Mr. KERN 


introduce the f 
Resolver, " 


,_AN asked unanimous consent to 
following resolution: 


Phat a committee of five be appointed by the 
and report to this House whether 
ry of the Government in and about 
sent or allowed to go to their homes with 
the view of their voting at State elections; for whatlength 
of time were they grauted leave of absence for such pur 
and did their pay continue while they were thus ab 
were all such employes sent or allowed to go hou 
for such purpose, or those only who profes 
so called, or professed or promised 
for its candidates; and were said employés 
and back at their own expense or was 
their transportation or part of it at the expens« 
Government; and said committee is authorized to send (or 
persons and papers, and to empley a clerk, and that they 
leave to report at any lime. 


Mr. STEVENS. I will say to the ge mat man 
from New York, [Mr. KERNAN,] that he 


civilians in the empl 
Washington were 


pose, 


sed to belong to 


hey would vote 


auy of th 


will | 


modify his resolution so as to refer hint matter for | 


investigation to the committee on the conduet of 
the war instead of to a select committee, | will 
not object to it. [Cries of Oh no.’ 

Mr. KERNAN. 
resolution stand just as | have drawn it. 


Mr. STEVENS. Then I object to it. 
PERSONAL EXPLAN 
Mr. McCLURG. 


VATION. 


Mr. Speaker, I ask the unani- 


No, sir; I prefer to let the | 


mous consent of the House to make an explana- | 


tion. In my remarks of the 9th instant, some 
reflections were cast upon the character of one of 
my colleagues from Missouri, (Mr. Brarr,] and 


} ah open question was left in re gard to verac ity and 
I hope | shall | 


the matter of an alleged forgery. 
be permitted by the House to make an e xplana- 
tion upon that subject. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can proceed, 


by unanimous consent. The Chair hears no ob- 
je ction. 


Mr. LAW. 


Before the gentleman proceeds, I 


ask him to yield to me fora momenton a question | 
| 


of privilege. 

Mr. McCLURG. 
that purpose. 

CORRECTION. 

Mr. LAW. 


I rise to a question of privilege. 


| I find in the Globe of yesterday my name recorded 


as voting In the negative upon an amendment to 
what is called the **gold bill.’ I 


*““Mr. Atiison. I have paired, by an arrangement made 
by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. PeNDLEToN,] with Mr. 
Law. [desire to ask the gentleman from Ohio whether 
in his judgment that pair ought to extend to this vote, | 
should, if permitted, vote for this amendment. 

‘Mr. PenpLeTon. I will say to the gentleman from 
Towa that in my judgment under his pair he ought not to 
vote on this question.’’ 

I desire to say, sir, that no such arrangement 
took place an@no such pair was made. 
have paired with any gentleman in this House, 
and I do not know that lL evershall. I think the 
gentleman has mistaken me for Mr. Lone. 

I am informed now that the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Penpieron] did pair me, but he did 
1 had 
been paired, l certainly ought not to have voted, 
and should not have done so. 

Vhe SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is an 
error. The Chair thinks the gentleman alladed 
to was not the gentleman from Indiana, but was 
Mr. J. W. Wuire, of Ohio. The Chair is cer- 
| tain that the statement did not refer to the gentle- 
man from Indiana. 

Corrections of the Globe are not, however, ques- 
tions of privilege, although corrections of the 
Journal are 
for corrections of the Globe as for anything else 
not a question of privilege. 

The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. MeCrvure} 
has the floor to make a personal explanation. 


. . | 
I yield to the gentleman for 


did so vote; | 
| but I find also that during the roll-call the follow- 


T || ing remarks were made: 
he motion was agreed to; and after some time 


epee eementin 


I never || 





Unanimous consent has to be asked | 


GLOBE 


jand that he, Mr 


| the time he published e 


| turned. 


je ol 


ee 


CHARGE AGAINST A MEMBER. 

Mr. McCLURG. Mr. Speaker, Iam sorry that 
my collearue trom the first district of M 

Ir. Bu ATR] iS hot in his seat. If any of 
fray nds know where he is | hope they will send 
for him. : 

Mr. Speaker, in my remarks on the 9ch instant 
some reflections were cast upon the character of 
my colleague from the first district [Mi 


. Buair} 
by the inference being drawn that he was j: , 
bly connected with what may have been a liquor 
speculation, | was interrupted by my colleague, 
and in reply I intimated I had no disposition to 
do him injustice, and, whenever satisfied that an 
error had been committed, that I would gladly 
retract. I desire therefore to make such expla- 
nation as will place all parties fairly before the 
public. L hope I will have unanimous consent 
Speaker, doubt may have remained on the 


A 


Mr. 
minds of some as to the truth of the execution of 
a certain order for liquors by my colleague, | Mr. 
Buarr,] acopy of which, with a corr sponding 


Invoice, Was given in my speech ot Oth trscas t 
It will be recollected that my colleacus » | vl 
BLAIR, | in one of his interruptions, seemed 
surprised that | had not seen the acknowledg- 
ment by a Tr asury agent, Mr. Bonner, of St. 


Louis, that the order and invoice were forgeries, 
to be 
l here quote 


Lt is as fol- 


. Bonner, knew them 
geries when they were published. 
the language of that interruption. 
lows: 


‘**Mr. Buain, of Missouri. [ask my colleague if he does 
not know that the order which he has quoted here was a 
forgery committed by one of Mr. Chase’s agents, and that 
its publication was procured by another or Mr. Chase's 
agents, who knew it to be a forgery, in a paper which was 
in the pay of Mr. Chase. The whole thing can be traced 
to malice and malevolence. It is acknowledged now to 
have been a forgery on the part of these two agents of Mr, 
Chase. 

** | was in the field doing my duty when these miserable 
miscreants committed this forgery which the gentleman 
parades h@re. [suppose lie has seen the denunciation of 
that pretended order as a forgery ina St. Louis paper, and 
he may have all the credit he can get for circulating the 
forgery of Mr. Chase’s agents, 

‘Mr. MeCiure. Will my colleague 
of the person he alludes to? 

“Mr. Brarr, of Missouri. IT allude to Mr. Bonner. 

“Mr.MeCuiure. Ihave seen the printed correspondence 
on this subject between the gentleman’s friends and the 
friends of the Treasury Department, and Tam confirmed in 
the belief that [ have given the correct and fair interpreta 
tion of this whole matter. I shall, with great pleasure, at 
any time, acknowledge the error ifthe gentleman will con 
vince me of it; but he does not convinee me by the remarks 
he has now made. 

“Mr. Brain, of Missouri. I tell the gentleman that I 
have the admission of Mr. Bonner himself that he knew it 
was a forgery at the time he published it. 

“Mr. McCroure. If the gentleman will get his written 
admission and produce it te me, I will withdraw aud retract 
what [ have said about this matter.” 


My colleague [Mr. Briar] stated that Mr. Bon- 
ner acknowledged ‘* he knew it was a forgery at 
I plainly intimated [ 
did not so believe, but stated | would retract if, 
at any time, my colleague (Mr. Brat) would 
p sroduce in writing suckan acknowle sdgment from 
Mr. Bonner. The gentleman [Mr. Bain) has 
had time to procure that acknowledgment. Two 
weeks have elapsed, and in one week a letter is 
conveyed by mail to St. Louis and an answer re- 

Thatacknowledgment has not beex pro- 
it cannot be. I desire, Mr. Speaker, to re- 


give us the name 


duced; 


mind those under the sound of my voice of one of 


the acknowledged principles in passing upon tes- 
timouy and determining whether it should be ad- 
mitted or rejected. Itis this, when translated into 
English: * False in one, false inall.’? Therefore, 
one falsehood of a witness being exposed, the 
whole testimony of that witness is rejected as 
worthless. 

The gentleman (Mr. Bratr} has, on several oc- 
casions, appeared here as hisown witness. | ex- 
posed the falsehood in the charge he made of du- 
plicity and infidelity to the. President against his 
four radical colleagues, when, in the face of his 
own language, he then acknowledged he did not 


| intend to apply his remarks to the radicals of the 


House. I also produced the proof that decided 
in favor of his colleague from the second district 
{Mr. Bu ow] the question of verac ity as to the 
gentleman’s (Mr. 3LaIR} having approved a res- 
olution foradele gation lo procure the ap pointme nt 
of another commander in Missouri than General 
Schofield. Itis also borne in mind thatnot many 
days since it was denied - the gentleraan [Mr, 
Brain] that slaves had beef run off to Kentucky 
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from Missouri: when at the same time a letter.was || 


produced from an officer stating that such was the 


fact. If not the fact, Major General Rosecrans | 
must be exceedingly ingenious in framing orders | 


for imaginary causes, in order that his name may 
appear in print; for the following is part of the 
first paragraph of General Orders No. 34, dated at 
St. Louis, March 1, 1864: 


(General Orders, No. 35.) 


Heapquarters DerarTMENT OF THE MissovRt, | 


St. Louis, March 1, 1364. 
i. Missouri, for the coming year, needs all the slave 
and other labor she las within berown border. Humanity, 
as wellas justice, forbids sending away to other States our 
helpless slaves. Moreover, bad men have been engaged in 
stealing and carrying negroes out of the State, and selling 
even those who were free. The exportation of negroes trom 
Missouri is therefore prohibited, - . * * 
By command of Major General Rosecrans : 
z O. D. GREENE, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


‘* Bad men have been engaged,’’ &c., “ selling 
even those who were free.’’ Here, then, are three 


cases in which the statements of the gentleman 
{Mr. Buaim} who testifies in his own cases are | 


proven to be incorrect. Apply the principle, 
‘* false in one, false in all,’’ and what becomes of 
his maddened attempt to relieve himself of the 
suspicion of an effort to speculate by smuggling 
liquors in violation of regulations? [is state- 
ments fall to the ground as of a witness not enti- 
tled to credibility. But, Mr. Speaker, | have a 
feeling of sympathy for a fellow-man when | see 
him in distress. 
embarrassed, and well may he be. As I can re- 
lieve him, it is my duty to do so, especially so 
when 1 have no disposition to treat any member 
unjustly. But it is such relief as is experienced 
by the condemned criminal when suspense is re- 
moved by the sentence of condemnation. Not 
believing he [Mr. Biarr] would be able to procure 
from Mr. Bonner the statement he desired and 
which is necessary to sustain him in the agsertion 
which he made on the 9th instant, I volunteered 
to correspond with Mr. Bonner. One result isa 
letter from Mr. Bonner, which is as follows: 
Sr. Lovis, March 17, 1864. 


Sin: I have read with great surprise the remarks of Gen- 
eral F. P. Buarr, Jr., as reported in the Congressional Globe 


of the 9th instant. ‘The language used by him appears to | 


have been used for the purpose of relieving himself from 
the odium of a transaction in which he was engaged known 
in common parlance as * Blair’s liquor speculation,” and 
appears in the Globe as follows: 

“Mr. Biatr, of Missouri. I ask my colleague if he does 
not know that the order which he has quoted here was a 
forgery committed by one of Mr, Chase’s agents, and that 
its publication was procured by another of Mr, Chase’s 
agents, who knew it to be a forgery, in a paper which was 
in the pay of Mr. Chase. The whole thing can be traced 
to malice and malevolence. It is acknowledged now to 
have been a forgery on the part of those two agents of Mr. 
Chase. 

“*] was in the field doingmy duty when these miserable 
miacreanuts committed this forgery which the gentleman pa- 
rades here. I suppose he has seen the denunciation of that 
pretended order as a forgery in a St. Louis paper, and he 
may have all the credit be can get for circulating the forgery 
of Mr, Chase’s agents. 

“Mr. McCiure. Will my colleague give us the name 
of the person he alludes to? 

‘Mr. Beater, of Missouri. J allude to Mr. Bonner. 

“ Mr. McCuore. I haveseen the printed correspondence 
on this subject between the gentleman’s friends and the 
friends of the Treasury Department, and I am confirmed 
in the belief that I have given the fair and correct interpre- 
tation of this whole matter. I shall, with great pleasure, at 
any time acknowledge the error if the gentleman will con- 
vince me of it; but he does not convince me by the re- 
marks he has now made, 

“Mr. Bratr, of Missouri. I tell the gentleman that | 
have the admission of Mr. Bonner himseif that he knew it 
was a forgery at the time he published it. 

“Mr. McCrure. If the gentleman will get his written 
admission and produce it to me, I will withdraw and re- 
tract what | have said about this matter.’ . 

Now these are the simple facts of the case: on the 10th 
day of July, 1863, I received the appointment of assistant 
special agentof the Treasury Department and entered upon 
the discharge of the duties of my Office on the 20th of that 
month, By reference to the books and original papers on 
file at the custom-louse it appears that one Michael Pow- 
ers, Who for many years past has been and still is a warm 
personal and political friend and partisan of General Blair, 
eame to St. Louis with a power of attorney purporting to be 
signed by General Blair and the members of his staff, fora 
quantity of liquors, cigars, &c. The purchase was made 
some time in June last, of Mr. David Nicholson, and 
amounted to $8,651. On this amount the Government tax 
of five per cent. was paid, and on the 15th day of June, 1863 
a perinit forthe shipment of the merchandise was obtained 
from Mr. R. J. Howard, collector of the port of St. Louis, 
who is a devoted personal triend and partisan of General 
Blair, and has been so for many years. This merchandise 
was shipped on the steamer Gladiator about the date of the 
permit. ‘These facts becoming known led to several anony- 
mous commanieations in several of the newspapers of St. 


Louis, peter of whielt was written pr advised by me, in || 


‘The gentleman [|Mr. Brarr] is | 








A 


which copies of the original power to purchase, the invoice, 
and permit all appeared. During the publication of these 
articles, and for months afterwards, I never heard the gen- 
uineness of the papers questioned, although General Blair, 
for a portion of the time at least, was in St. Louis. Some 
time after these publications, Mr. R. J. Howard told me that 
one of General Biair’s staff told him that one word in the 
power of attorney authorizing Powers to purchase the 
liquors, also the last item for canned fruits, had been fraud- 
ulently inserted after it was signed. 

At the earnest solicitation of several of the friends of 
General Blair, | published the fciiowing card, to wit: 
Editors Missouri Democrat: 

I am requested by personal friends of F. P. Blair to state 
what has come to iny knowledge with reference to a cer- 
tain order made by General Blair and members of his staff, 
on which Mr. Michael Powers obtained a permit from the 
colleetor of this port for the shipment of a certain lot of 
liquors to Vicksburg, and as tw the forgery of any part of 
said order. 

I will state that I never saw the order referred to until 
after the liquors were seized at Cairo. No suspicion was 
raised in my mind as to any part of the order being a for- 
gery until atter there had been sume newspaper criticism 
in relation to the shipinent, when Mr. Howard, the col- 
lector, called my attention to the original order, stating that 
a member of General Blair’s staff had, on examination of 
the paper, pronounced the word “each,” as it appeared in 
the order, also the last item on the order, as forgeries, Mr. 
Howard also gave itas his opinion at the time that the same 
were forgeries, and while I am not prepared to charge that 
any gentleman connected with this transaction would per- 
petrate a forgery, I will state that to my mind there does 


| exist a dissimilarity between the chirography of the word 


‘each,’ also the last item of the order, and the bajance of 


the order. 
Yours, very respectfully, B. R. BONNER. 


This is the only statement, verbal or written, which Gen- 
eral Blair or any other person has ever had from me in re- 
lation to the genuineness of the power alluded to. 

I will state further thatsince the publication of your speech 
I have compared the copies of the power and invoice as in- 
serted in your speech with the original papers on file in the 


| surveyor’s office in St. Louis, and find no errorin your state- 
| ment. That the word “ each” and asmall item for canned 


fruits, which are the only items which General Blair’s 
friends ever claimed not to be genuine, affect mercly the 
quantity—nothing more. 

Upon a further examination of the original papers (which 
I have obtained from the surveyor) { am very tar from be- 
ing convinced that any such alterations as claimed by Gen- 
eral Blair were made after the execution of the power. 
With General Blair’s signature I have Jong been familiar, 
and have no doubt of its genuineness to the power in ques- 
tion. Although the paper has been submitted to several 
persons most familiar with General Blair’s handwriting and 
signature, I have found no one who doubts that General 


| Blair signed the paperin question. The original power is 
| dated June 3, 1863. On the 15th of June the permit for the 
| shipment of the merchandise on the steamer Gladiator was 





given by Collector Howard. My appointment was made 
July 10, 1863, and [ entered upon the discharge of the duties 


| of my office on the 20th of July, more than a month after 


the purehase and shipment of the liquors. And never un- 
tilin August afterwards did I have any knowledge or inform- 
ation of any kind of the transaction referred to when Ll 
was applied to in my official capacity by Mr. Nicholson, 
the vendor of the goods, tohave them released from seizure 
at Cairo. 

It will thus be seen that General Blair, without the slight- 
est excuse, has coolly and impudently, in the House of 
Representatives of the United States, uttered a willful, 
malicious,and deliberate falsehood ; and now stands branded 
and must forever stand branded as a reckless and unscra- 
pulous slanderer, utterly regardless of truth. 


Yours, very respectfully, 
B. R. BONNER, 
Assistant Special .dgent of the Treasury Department. 


| Hon. J. W. McCuiure, Washington, D. C. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that 
if this is read as a part of the gentleman’s speech 
it is clearly out of order, as violating the rule of 
the House forbidding personalities. 

Mr. McCLURG. Mr. Speaker, it appears, 
from the only communication Mr. Bonner ever 
made on the subject, he did not acknowledge that 
a forgery had been committed by any one. He 
says Mr. Howard—collector of tfe port of St. 
Louis, an appointee of Mr. Lincoln, and a per- 
sonal and political friend of my colleague, [Mr. 
Briair}—contended there wasa forgery. And this 
was some time after a permit had been given for 
the shipment of the liquors, by a deputy of Mr. 
Howard. Mr. Bonner, in his kindness of feeling 
toone [Mr. Brain} who has shown himself incapa- 
ble of making return, exceptin abuse, was induced 
to commit the indiscretion of saying there ap- 
peared to be some disagreement in the chirog- 
raphy of the order, in one or two parts. This 
was some time after the order had been acted upon 
by Mr. Powers, the personal and political friend 
of my colleague, [Mr. Brarr,] and by Mr. Nich- 
olson, who filled the order, discovering nothin 
wrong in it, and after the permit for shipment ha 
been granted by the deputy of another personal 
and political friend. No one had anything to do 
with that order except the personal friends of my 
colleague until the “ liquor speculation’’ becamea 
matter of public discussion. The forgery was an 


| 
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after-thought, after discussion, and t a. 
made to mystify the transaction by wat aan ry 
cion somewhere; and the gentleman (Mr. By a 
thinks best to throw itupon a Treasury agent a 
was not appointed until weeks had clapsed afi,, 
the liquors were shipped. In his recklessnegg c 
(Mr. Brair} again suffers himself to be guided = 
his natural instincts, and attempts to place ada 

ger in the heart of an old friend, Mr Bonne 
whose proverbial kindness of heart is shown i: 
this instance by a disposition to conceal the faults 
of one he had loved, [Mr. HEIR») bat who Was at 
tempting to tear himself (Mr. Brain] from the 
embrace of those who reluctantly gave him y ; 

But my,correspondence with Me Bonner ted 
another result, which will enable others to Bee 
whether or no they can discover any disagree. 
ment in the chirography of that order in any of 
its parts. It imposes upon me the duty deyoly. 
ing on the executioner, whose trembling hand 
severs the cord that binds to life. That corre. 
spondence has brought me the original order, the 
original invoice, and the application and affidayit 
for the shipment, all which I hold in my hang 
and which are for inspection. My colleague can 
examine them if he desire, and I would like to 
know, when I shall have concluded, if he den 
the genuineness of the signature, ‘ Frank p 
Blair, jr.,”” which appears to that order. If he 
do not, it will require more than the words of 
all the generals in this House to convince one 
scribe that the word each (as Mr. Howard con. 
tended) was not written when that order was 
written. It was by the same hand, with the same 
pen, from the same ink. That all who desire 
may satisfy themselves, I have had these original 
papers photographed, and will have photographs 
in a few days, and others can be had at a trifling 
expense from the same negatives. The last item, 
*© 25 box. can fruits,’’ appears to have been writ- 
ten by the staff officer whose name is last signed. 
And it was perfectly natural for the appetites of 
the group of nine, whetted at the prospect of the 
excitement to be produced by such an abundant 
supply of choice liquors, to suggest “ canned 
fruits;’’ and surely twenty-five cases were not 
a large addition for each one, who had already 
shown toeach of his comrades that his mind was 
capacious enough to contain twenty-five gallons 
brandy, twenty-five gallons whisky, twenty- 
five half barrels ale, and Catawba, claret, and 
cigars in proportion. Michael Powers under- 
stood all this, and purchased nine times twenty- 
five cases ‘‘ canned goods,” and other articles in 
proportion. : 

ow, Mr. Speaker, I think I have performed 
a duty to myself in placing this question of for- 
gery in its true light, as it had been intimated I 
must have seen a different and satisfactory ex- 
planation; a duty | owed to Mr. Bonner, who 
sustains as high a character as any citizen of St. 
Louis; aduty I owed the country, to enable pub- 
lic men to be seen in their true colors. Justice 
must be done, though tears of anguish be drawn 
from the past and present friends of the con- 
demned criminal. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, obtained the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri asks leave to be heard in reply to his col- 
league. Is there any objection? 

Mr. SPALDING. 1 will not object to the gen- 
tleman replying to his colleague. I shall hear 
him with pleasure; but I give notice that afterhe 
has concluded I shall object to any further ume 
of the House being taken up in this way. | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objec- 
tion; and the gentleman from Missouri will pro- 
ceed, 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I move—and I hope 
the House will do me the justice to vote for my 
motion—that a select committee of three mem- 
bers be appointed by the Speaker of this House 
to investigate the charges made against me by my 
colleague. ae 

I pronounce his allegation from beginning 
end a base and miserable falsehood. He 4 
taken the place of the forger and falsifier, an 

ronounce him an infamous liar and scoundrel. 
Great ehiee h 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must state tothe 

ntleman from Missouri that those remarks are 
in violation of the rules of the House, as the ~— 
stated of similar remarks which his colleague o 

| read. The Chair intends to enforce the rule for- 
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bia eeeeit the House will sustain him in so doing. || 


oOo a 


personalities against both sides of the | 
AIR, of Missouri. There is no other | 

re that can be used toward him. | 
The SPEAKER. Such language should be | 
sed elsewhere than in this Hall. 
? Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. There can be no | 
other fit language to apply to an allegation soun- | 
rovoked, so false, and so utterly contemptible. | 
F make the motion thata select committee of three | 
be appointed by the Speaker with power to send | 
for persons and papers, and to investigate this | 
matter. If Ihave been guilty of the crime charged 
by my colleague, I am not afit person to occupy | 
a seat in this House. ire t isma 
ter to an arbitrament that will either fix this guilt 
where it is alleged to rest, or will let it recoil 
on those who have assumed to make the charge 
heThe SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri will please reduce his resolution to writing. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Yes, sir. 
The SPEAKER. And the Chair will feel | 


obliged if the gentleman will state in the resolu- || 


tion the charge he refers to. 

Mr. McCLURG. I have no sort of objection 
to any investigation being made. I have papers | 
now before me purporting to have been written by | 
some officers on my colleague’s staff, which I will 
be very much pleased to lay before the public. 
It, of course, will be noticed here that { produce 
the original order. The gentleman doés not pre- 
tend to say that he did not sign it. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I do not propose 
to reply to any inquiry put to me by that infa- 
mous scoundrel, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must again call 
the gentleman from Missouri to order. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I desire that this 
matter may be investigated bya select committee 
of three of my brother members, and I desire him 
to bring that paper before the committee, where 
it will be found whether this loose talk of his be 
true or false. 





Mr. McCLURG. I ask that the original doc- 
ument be examined “— entleman. 
The SPEAKER. This debate cannot proceed 


until after the gentleman [Mr. Bratr] shall have 
submitted his resolution. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Commissioner of Patents, 
transmitting the annval report of that officer for 
the year 1863; which was’laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved that 
one hundred thousand extra copies be printed. 

The motion was, under the rules, referred to 
the Committee on Printing. 


KANSAS SCHOOL LANDS. 


Mr. WILDER, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill to grant to the State of Kansas lands 
for school purp@ses in lieu of school lands before 
taken for other purposes; which was read a first 


and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


DUTIES ON WOOL. 


Mr. SPALDING, by unanimous consent, of- 
fered a resolution, which was read, considered, 
and agreed to, instructing the Committee of Ways 
and Means to inquire into the expediency of im- 
posing adequate duties on all wool imported from 
foreign countries from the lst day of July, 1864, 
and to report by bill or otherwise. 


ARMY FENCING-MASTERS. 


Mr. GARFIELD, i unanimous consent, re- 
oe back from the Committee on Military Af- 
trs the memorial of Edward de Reu for the 
employment of competent fencing-masters to in- 
Struct officers and men of the Army, and asked 
that the committee be discharged from its further 


consideration, and that the memorial be laid on 
the table, 


It was so ordered. 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF NEW MEXICO. 


Pra MILLER, of New York, by unanimous 
Pun? reported back from the Committee on 
= d nds adversely a bill (H. R. No. 102) to 
P N ¢ for a geological survey of the Territories 

¢w Mexico and Arizona, and asked that the 


ee 


en 
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committee be discharged from its further consid- 
eration, and that it be laid on the table. 
It was so ordered. 


CHARGE AGAINST A MEMBER. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


following resolution: 


Resolved, That a select committee of three members be 
appointed by the Speaker, with power to send for persons 
and papers and to investigate the charge made by Hon. J. 
W. McCuore of Missouri against Francis P. Buarr, Jr., 
of said State, of violating the laws in the matter of an alleged 
liquor speculation. 


Mr. GARFIELD. 


I now offer the 


I suggest to the gentleman 


} ) : | to modify his resolution by referring to himself 
I desire to bring this mat- || y Y - 


asa Representative from the first congressional 
district of Missouri. 

Mr. STEVENS. I suggest that perhaps this 
resolution will not exactly meet the question, and 
that it should instruct the committee to inquire 
into the genuineness of the order alleged to have 
been given by the gentleman from the first dis- 
trict. That seems to be the whole question. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I think the resolu- 
tion that I have offered covers the whole ground. 
It authorizes the committee to investigate and 
examine into the whole matter, and that is what 
I want done. 

Mr. STEVENS. Will the gentleman modify 
it so as to authorize the committee to inquire into 
the genuineness of the order referred to by his 
colleague? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask that 
the resolution be again read. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
the charge to be investigated. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the 
resolution, and itis open for amendmentor action. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. STEVENS. If the gentleman from Mis- 
souri does not wish the floor I will move an 
amendment. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I will hear the gen- 
tleman’s amendment. : 

Mr. STEVENS. I move to strike out the last 
part about violation of law. Read it. 

The SPEAKER. The words proposed to be 
stricken out are, ‘‘ violating of the laws in the 
matter of an alleged liquor speculation.” 

Mr.STEVENS. And I move to insert in lieu 
of them these words, ‘‘ and inquire into the gen- 
uineness or falsity of the document which the 
gentleman produced and alleged to be genuine.”’ 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. That is an ingen- 
ious attempt to narrow the case down. It does 
not cover the case. The allegation was against 


I wish the truth of 


| me, that I had violated the law in attempting to 


make a speculation in liquor. 
matter to be investigated, 

Mr. STEVENS. I move to add the words 
which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: ‘‘ and to inquire into 
the genuineness or falsity of an order for the pur- 
chase of liquor.”’ 

Mr. STEVENS. Alleged order. 
assume it to be genuine. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
be genuine, for it is a forgery. 

Mr.STEVENS. [| wantto say “ alleged order 
dated June 3, 1863.’’ 


The amendment as modified was agreed to. 


Mr.GARFIELD. I move, after the name * F. 
P. Blair, jr.,”’ to insert, ** of the first district of 
Missouri,’ so as to be descriptive. I want it to 
appear that this investigation is in regard to a 
member of this House, and not in regard to an 
outsider. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution as amended was then adopted. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, moved toreconsider 
the vote by which the resolution was adopted; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair will announce the 
committee during the day. Under the practice, 
unless the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Biarr] 
declines, the Chair will have to appoint him chair- 
man of the committee. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I hope that that 
formality will be dispensed with in this instance. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not wish to 
act so that the gentleman can complain of his 
course. 


I desire the whole 


I do not 


It is impossible to 


In the first place, Mr. Speaker, the road con- 
| 
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| me Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I only defended the 


Hse the other day against the allegations of his 
| friends. 
| _ TheSPEAKER. TheChair merely stated the 


fact to prevent any misunderstanding. 


HON. A. G. MILLER. 


Mr. WILSON. I ask unanimous consent of 
the House that the Committee on the Judiciary 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
memorials for the impeachment of Hon. A. G. 
Miller, judge of the district court of Wisconsin, 
and that they be laid upon the table. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to say 
in behalf of the Committee on the Judiciary that 
they have given this matter the most careful con- 
sideration. The case has occupied a large por- 
tion of the time of the committee since its refer- 
ence by the House. Witnesses have been 
examined, records have been inspected, and every- 
thing done necessary to arrive at a just su. 
The interest which had centered in this case in- 
duced the committee to bestow on it more than 
usual care and labor, and this course has brought 
the committee to the conclusion that no one of the 
charges contained in the memorials, which, if 
| true, would successfully sustain an effort to im- 

peach the judge, can be maintained by proof, and 

that there is nothing in the case showing that the 
judge acted corruptly in regard to any of the acts 
of which the memorialists complain. I move 
therefore that the committee be discharged from 
their further consideration, and that they be laid 
upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MILITARY AND POST ROADS. 


The SPEAKER stated the regular order of 
business to be House bill No. 307, to declare cer- 
tain roads military and post roads and to regulate 
commerce; on which the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Davis] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York, addressed the 
House. [His speech will be published in the 
Appendix. ] 

Mr. PERRY. Mr.Speaker, as a Representa- 
tive of the State of New Jersey I hope that the 
bill now under consideration will not become a 
law; and without needlessly consuming the time 
of the House I shall attempt in the briefest pos- 
sible compass to give objections which I trust 
may serve to dissuade this body from an act of 
legislation Which is not only unwarranted and 
| uncalled for, but derogatory to the honor of aloyal 
| sovereign State, and constituting an invidious and 
unfriendly enactment which presentsan unworthy 
return for inestimable services promptly and cor- 
dially rendered to the nation in its hour of peril. 





templated by this bill is superfluous. Neither 
the public service, nor the public welfare, nor 
the public necessity requires it. The bill pro- 

oses to authorize what already exists and whieh 
is ample for every civil or military emergency, 
namely, ** acontinuous line between Philadelphia 
and New York for postal and military purposes.’’ 
This, I repeat, Mr. Speaker, we have already. 
A continuous line of the character described, fally 
adequate to the wants of the traveling and com- 
mercial community, as well as to those of the 
military service, already exists; and it has faith- 
fully performed its full duty to the public and 
to the nation with as little hinderance as could 
possibly be insured by any other route or mul- 
tiplication of routes, such delays as have occurred 
having been purely exceptional and accidental, 
and proceeding from circumstances which no hu- 
ae foresight or energy could anticipate or con- 
trol. 

For the past three years the exigencies of war 
have required hundreds of thousands of soldiers 
and vst amounts of munitions of war to be car- 
ried to and fro over the existing lines, and oft- 
times the demands for transportation have been 
made without an hour’s warning. 

But, notwithstanding these circumstances, I 
| challenge the most earnest advocate of the new 
| route as a military necessity, to show that in a sin- 
|| gle instance any serious delay has occurred, any 
| inadequacy of means of transportation been ex- 

perienced, or any indisposition or inability to su 
|| ply promptly the requisite means of transit for 
| this sudden and unprecedented demand been man- 
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ifested. 
that there has been no delay, no lack of facilities, 
no sign of unwillingness on the part of the man- 
agers of the existing line to defer all other busi- 
ness to the pressing and paramount necessities 
resulting from the war; and the only instance 
when the line which now traverses New Jersey 
did not forward all that was required by the Gov- 
ernment, was when the roads which are interested 
in procuring the passage of the bill now before 
this House solicited the privilege of carrying a 
number of men and a quantity of freight, which 
in amount were not much greater than the exist- 


ing. roads were accustomed to carry habitually || 
every day, and for the transportation of which at || 
that very time they had cars and boats in wait- | 


ing. This diversion of business from the regular 


and direct route was not instigated by the public | 
necessity; not because the existing lines could | 


not or would not transport them as speedily and 


as promptly as the rival route, but it was to es- | 
tablish a precedent and commit the Government | 


unwittingly, so far as the authorities were con- 
cerned, to an act which, at some future time, they 
might cite to their own advantage, as they now 
attempt todo. I repeat, then, Mr. Speaker, that 
for any military purposes, the passage of this is 


unnecessary. [thas not been called for by the Pres- | 


ident, nor by the Secretary of War, nor by any of 
their military subordinates; neither have any of 
these officials made complaint against the exist- 
ing lines, and for the simple reason that they have 
had no grounds for such complaints; their wishes, 
so far as these lines are concerned, having been 
fully and satisfactorily carried out. 

Turning from the military to the civil service, 
we still find the proposed road to be unnecessary. 
I will not deny nor attempt to conceal that fora 


certain period there were provoking delays inthe | 
transmission of the mails and of passengers by | 


the existing lines between this city and New 
York; but these were occasional and acciden- 


tal, arising from causes which were beyond hu- 


man control,and operative throughout the whole 
country. They were not chargeable upon these 
lines exclusively; but the same embarrassments 
which they suffered were experienced by almost 
every road in the northern States, and in a ma- 
jority of cases to a much greater extent and for a 
far more prolonged period. Buteven these delays, 


though presented as a strong argument in favor | 


of the passage of this bill, were in but small de- 
gree attributable to that portion of the route which 


runs through New Jersey, for we have virtually | 
two distinct linesof communication between New | 


York and Philadelphia, and for a great pertion 


of the route there ure three tracks to carry freight | 


and passengers. Of the two tracks runving en- 


tirely through our State, one starts from Cam- | 
den, opposite Philadelphia, and runs to Amboy, | 


thence by steamboat to New York; this was the 
original Camden and Amboy road. The other 
leaving the same city on the Pennsylvania shore or 
the Delaware to Trenton, across the Sate to 
New Brunswick, and thence over the New Jersey 
Ruilroad and Transportation Company to Jersey 
City. The latter route has a double track now 
most of the way, only waiting for rails to com- 
plete the balance. 
to refute the popular error that the New Jersey 
roads are largely responsible for the delays re- 
ferred to. 
postal service has been satisfactorily performed; 
and that a new road for postal purposes is not re- 
quired by the public interests we have the full and 
explicit assurance of the Postmaster General, in 
his communication to the Senate, in answer to a 
resolution of that body asking information relative 
to the subject. 

Again, the proposed road is unnecessary ,if we 


consider the wants of the traveling or commercial | 


community. The present lives are not only ad- 
equate to every demand of necessity or conven- 


ience, but they are infinitely preferable to the one , 


proposed by the bill, on the score of convenience 
and directness, The existing lines are direct, and 


you will be surprised to find, Mr. Speaker, if you | 


have not already given attention to the subject, 
how direct. Test them bythe rule and compass, 
and you will perceive that they form almost if not 

dite that much talked of desideratum, “airline.” 
The present lines, [| repeat, are direct, the pro- 
posed line is circuitous, and [ venture to assert 
that no intelligent business man, unless he were 


THE CONGRESSLO 


It is a fact that will not be controverted || an utter neophyte in railroad traveling, would 








| stop short? 


| doubt the justice of their cause? 
cline or fear to appeal to the courts, have they any | 
| claim upon the consideration of this House, or 


I refer to these facts now but | 


But with the exceptions named, the | 





ever choose to travel by the proposed route be- 


tween New York and Philad Iphia, or vice versa. | 
But, Mr. Speaker, if the road called for by the | 


bill under consideration 1s unnecessary when the 
existing line is tried by the past, it is still moreso 
if we have regard to the future. Although, as | 


| have shown, the present lines have responded 


promptly and satisfactorily to all the drafts that 
have been made upon them for the military and 
civil service—with such rare and providential ex- 
ceptions as | have noted—they are still putting 
forth the most extraordinary exertions to increase 
their facilities proportionate to any possible con- 
tingencies. they are straightening and short- 
ening their tracks to an exact air line, building 
bridges, increasing their rolling stock as fast as 
Government demands upon private shops will 
permit, and as speedily as the iron can be pro- 
cured laying a double track, which is rapidly ap- 
proaching completion. When these improve- 
ments are finished—and they will be completed 
long before the new route proposed by the bill be- 
fore us is in working order—there will be notonly 
a superabundance of all the accommodations that 
can possibly be needed, but humanly speaking, 
the accidents which have caused delays, disap- 
pointments, and vexations in the past will be 
amply provided against. 

1 have thus far confined my remarks to the con- 


| sideration of the proposition that the road pro- 


posed by the pending bill is unnecessary, neither 
suggested, asked for, nor needed by the heads of 


| the military or postal service, for the especial ben- 


efit of which it purports to be intended. I now 
propese to examine it froma higher stand-point. 
Mr. Speaker, New Jersey will deny nothing to 


| the Government which may be demanded by the 


general welfare; she will make any sacrifice that 
a free people ought to make for the general good; 
she will not meanly or grudgingly count the cost 
when she is called upon to serve the Republic; 
ske will give freely of whatever she has to give 
that may be necessary to the publicsafety. This 
road is not necessary, and New Jersey asks you 
to pause before passing a measure that has buta 
fancied necessity, and which will be insulting to 
her Legislature, insulting to her judiciary, and 
violative of her pledged public faith. The ques- 
tion that is now betore this House has already 
been before the Legislature of New Jersey, and 
both the parties that are now here have been suit- 
ors there. 
its decision in accordance with its convictions of 
duty, and inconformity with its honorand plighted 
faith. ‘That decision was adverse to the parties 
interested in the road proposed by this bill; an ap- 
peal was then made by them to the courts, and so 
tar as they have gone in this direction the decision 
has still been against them. Butthe law has not 
yet been exhausted; there are other courts whose 
duty and province itis to review and reverse erro- 
neous decisions, and to set aside unlawful enact- 
ments. Why, then, do the parties to this bill 
Why do they hesitate to make their 
appeal toa higher tribunal? Is it because they 
And if they de- 


ought this House to disregard and override the 
acts of the Legislature of New Jersey, sustained 


as they have been by the courts? I appeal tothe | 


magnanimity of this House not thus to override 
the unimpeached judiciary and Legislature of my 


State, or to forestall judicial examination or de- || 
| cision. 
| of honor, to its reverence for pledges of public 


lappeal to its sense of justice, toits sense 


faith, nay, | appeal to its sense of right and duty, 
not to pass this bill, which will be an insult to 
the dignity and an infringement upon the rights 
and powers of New Jersey. 


The source from which this bill proceeds should | 


also admonish gentlemen to hesitate before voting 
for it. Its source, as | have already shown, is 
not the public necessity or welfare; it is not asked 
for by the officers of the Government who are re- 
sponsible for the conduct of the civil or military 
service; they never suggested it, nor do they de- 
sire it. Where, then, does it originate? I reply 
that it emanates from that fruitful source of ques- 
tionable jobs, that elysium of stock operators, 
that organ whose keys are the financial interests 
of the country, Wall street. It originates in no 
sense of patriotism, from no absolute eonviction 
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| of right or duty; but simply from the 


‘that we are called upon to punish, to i: 


|| New cannes done to merit such treatment fy 








The Legislature of New Jersey made | 
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of * money making.”’ It is a Wall st 
ulation,a stock-jobbing venture, this an 
more. Is it for such a purpose, Mr, 


to humiliate the State of New Jerse y? 


a om 
the Federal Congress? Have you forgotten that 
| when Sumter was fired upon, and the first aij 


for troops was made by the President, that Now 
Jersey sent a full brigade of volunteers to pro- 
tect the national capital, and that in doing go she 
not only exceeded her proportion by a regiment, 
but was the first of all the States to forward 
fullcomplement to the field? And have you fop. 
gotten that the *‘ Jersey Blues’’ have fought at 
almost every place where fighting was to be done 
from Bull Run down to Chattanooga? Have you 
forgotten the New Jersey dead? Do you bear jn 
remembrance the gallant Ewing who on land ang 
sea upbore the honor of the nation and defended 
the nation’s flag? Have you heard of the glorioys 
Phil. Kearney, or of ** Varuna Boggs?” If New 
Jersey has done her part faithfully and well, if 
her sous have responded quickly and battled no. 
bly, if her authorities have strained every nerve 
to meet every requirement, if her soldiers and 
sailors have been steadfast, enduring, and valiant 
if she has contributed her proportion to the na. 
tional safety, or has reflected any glory upon the 
national name, then I appeal to you to deal justly 
with NewJersey, and pause, | entreat you, ere you 
inaugurate this needless and unjust crusade upon 
her sovereignty, ere you press upon her an issue 
which she can yield but with her honor. I appeal 
to you as Representatives, jealous of your own 
honor and the reserved rights of your respective 
States, not to perpetrate this gross indignity, not 
to cast this unmerited insult upon her. With- 
hold, I beseech you, the step that would unwit- 
tingly trample upon her rights at the instigation 
of envious and unscrupulous defamers and ad- 
venturers. 
I again entreat you to pause. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. Foryey, 


| their Secretary, informed the House that the Sen- 


ate had passed a joint resolution for the payment 
of expenses incurred by the joint committee on 
the conduct of the war; in which the concurrence 
of the House was requested. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that they had examined and found 
truly enrolled bills of the following titles: 

An act (S. No. 25) to authorize the President 
to negotiate a treaty with the Klamath, Modoc, 


| and other Indian tribes in southern Oregon; and 


an act (H. R. No. 299) to provide for carrying the 


| mails from the United States to foreign poris, and 
| for other purposes; when the Speaker signed the 
| same. 


SPECIAL COMMITPEE. 


The SPEAKER appointed, as the special com- 
mittee ordered by the House this morning, Mr. 
Hiesy, Mr. Cray, and Mr. Pruyy. 


NATIONAL CURRENCY. 


Mr. PENDLETON. Has the morning hour 
expired ? : 

The SPEAKER. It has; and the regular order 
of business is the bank bill, reported from the 
Committee of Waysand Means, which was made 
the special order for this day and every day aller 
the morning hour until disposed of. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I would suggest to the 
gentleman who has charge of the bill (Mr. Hoor- 
ER] that he refer the bill to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, with the — 
standing that the consideration of it be ee 
from day to day in the committee until dispose 
of, and that it take precedence over all other busi- 


| ness in the committee. 


I desire further to say that there are amend- 
ments which have been adopted by the Comm' 
tee of Ways and Means, and | suggest that 0 
the first reading of the bill, for imformatiors 
the gentleman from Massachusetts indicate thos 
amendments, and they can be incorporated 1n “he 
text of the bill. It seems to me that will ae 
tate the consideration of the bill, and not delay! 

Mr. HOOPER. I have no objection to the 
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being pursued, if the House considers it 

oo" 
Pe SPEAKER. The bill is now a special 
oe House after the morning hour from 
iw to day until disposed of. The gentleman 
« . Massachusetts, adopting the suggestion of 
 oleague on the Committee of Ways and 
Me ws, (Mr. PenDLeTQy,} now asks unanimous 
 neopt that the bill be referred to the Committee 
«sche Whole on the state of the Union asa special 
wedor, to be considered in priority to all other spe- 
ders, the House to go into Committee of the 
ce oleon the state of the Union immediately upon 
? onl when ie bill is read the first time for in- 
formation, the Committee of Ways and Means 


~ 


«o have an opportunity of oilering their amend- 


ler in tae 


fra 
oul 


( 


ents. 

Mc. STEVENS. Im ; 
nrecedence of other special orders in Committee 
"¢ the Whole on the state of the Union. We can 
vo on aud consider and amend it in the House 
Where it now is just as well, ' ; 

[he SPEAKER, Objection being made, if the 
pill be referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
“ye state of the Union, the only way in which it 
can be reached will be by a vote of the House 
oostponing the special orders which antedate it. 
"Mr.PENDLETON. I should be very glad to 
take that course, but Ido not desire to embarrass 
the consideration of the bill at all. 

If thatcourse meets the approbation of the gen- 

ian from Massachusetts, | will move to post- 
poe the prior special orders in the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HOOPER. I hope the gentleman will 
make no motion the effect of which will be to put 
this bill behind other bills. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
can test the question by first moving to postpone 

the special orders in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and if that motion pre- 
vails ie can then move to refer this bill to the 
Committee of the Whole, where it will have pre- 
edence of the special orders. 

Mr. STEVENS. L[ hope that will not be done. 
lean see no reason Why we cannot consider the 
bill now in the House. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair was only sug- 
gesting the manner in which the gentleman from 
Ohio can accomplish his purpose. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I move, then, to post- 
none all the special orders now before the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I rise toa 
question of order. ‘That cannot be done except 
by unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER. 
can postpone special orders. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Notspecial 
orders that are in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, [ believe. 

The SPEAKER, Certainly; the House is the 
only body that can postpone special orders. The 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
cannot do it. A majority of the House can do it, 
and they do it almost every day on the motion 
vf the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. The Chair would state, however, that 
there Is another obstacle in the way of the con- 
sideration of the bill in Committee of the Whole 
on tie state of the Union: unless it be made a 
special order in Committee of the Whole, the 

esident’s message and a variety of other mat- 
ters will be in advance of it. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I have no disposition to 
embarrass the gentleman from Massachusetts, and 
therefore | withdraw my motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair repeats that spe- 
tial orders can be postponed bya majority of the 

ouse, and that is the only way in which they 
can bh postponed. 

i. Or ER. There seems to be a desire 
te . ll shall be read at the Clerk’s desk, and 
; eee it a read [ may have an opportunity 
neni . ng the amendments which are recom- 

The SPE roeeeenee which reported the bill. 
avg AKER. The bill must be read to the 
a Tr stages once on the demand of any 
of the Wi - iffers from the rule in Committee 
hens 10le, where the bill ts first read for in- 

tion, and then for amendments. The gen- 


“eman from Mas ! 
of the bill, sachusetts demands the reading 


Mr. FENTON, 


I.presume my colleague on 


A majority of the House | 


I must object to its taking °' 


the Committee of Waysand Means does not care 
about its being read, unless other members desire 
it, if the House will consent that he shall offer 
the amendments of the committee without having 
the whole bill read. 

TheSPEAKER,. Hecando that by indicating 
where the amendments are to come in. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It seems to me that the bill 
ought to be read throuzh. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman demands 
its reading now he cannot demand it again atany 
other stage. The question before the House is, 
** Shall the bill be engrossed, and read a third 
time?”’ 

Mr.PRUYN. Ihopethe gentleman from In- 
diana will consent to the suggestion of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, that as the bill is 
read the gentleman shall have an opportunity of 
offering any amendments he thinks proper. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The usual practice is to have 
a reading of the bill in full before it is read for 
amendments. 


The SPEAKER. 


Thatis in Committee of the 


Whole on the state ef the Union, but we are now | 


acting in the House, where only one reading in 
full is allowed as a matter of right. 

Mr. HOLMAN. lL desire the bill to be read. 

The Clerk then read the bill in fall. 

Mr. HOOPER. 
to propose the amendments which have been 
recommended by the Committee of Ways and 
Means for the purpose of perfecting the bill and 
to dispose of those amendments at this ume. 

‘The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. BRANDEGEE 
in the chair.) Is there any objection to that prop- 
osition? 

Mr. BROOKS, I certainly have no objection 
to the course proposed by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts; but before any action is taken on 
those amendments, I desire to see them in print, 
The bill itself was carefully reported. It proposes 
an entire change in the banking system of the 
States. What changes in the bill the gentleman 
from Massachusetts now proposes | wish to have 
time to read in print and thoroughly to consider; 


and, indeed, | want time to consult parties on the | 


subject. I ask the gentleman from Massachusetis 
to give us that time; and if so, I shall have no 
objection to his offering the amendments now. 
Mr. HOOPER. ‘The greater part of the amend- 
ments which Ll have to propose are verbal, some 


| of them to correct errors in printing and some to 


correct errors In transcribing. 


Mr. BROOKS. 


| interesting to the currency and property of the 


country, we must proceed with deliberation, even | 


in verbal matters, so that we may beable to com- 
prehend the bill thoroughly. 


Mr. HOOPER. I[fitbe thought, after the amend- 


ments are offered, that it is expedient to have the 
bill reprinted | will have no objection. 

Mr. BROOKS. All that I want is to reserve 
my right to object to the introduction of the amend- 
ments. 

The SPEAKER protempore. Is there objection? 

Mr. BROOKS. I object except with that un- 
derstanding. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair can- 
not recognize such an understanding. 

Mr. HOOPER. If the House deem it expedi- 
ent to have the bill reprinted after I shall have 
offered and explained the amendments I will have 
no objection. 

Mr. BROOKS. But the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts will bear in mind that he cannot intro- 
duce his amendments now, except by general 
consent. That general consent | desire togive if 
the bill lies over till to-morrow, and if the amend- 
ments are printed, The changes can be made 


without change of form and with but slight ex- | 


pense. 
Mr. STEVENS. I suggest to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts that he go on in the regular 


way, offer his amendments, and let the votes be | 


taken on them as we gro along. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objec- 
tion to the gentleman from Massachusetts oifer- 
ing his amendments? 

Mr. BROOKS. [| object, unless 1 can see those 
amendments in print. 

Mr. HOTCHKISS. I hope that the com- 
mittee having the matter in charge, and particu- 
larly the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Hoorsr,| will consent that the amendments 


1 now ask leave of the House | 


In a matter so important, so 
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which he proposes may be printed, so that we can 
eXamine them 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I suggest 
that the gentleman will first be allowed to ex- 


plain his amendments. They may not be mate- 
rial. : 


Mr. HOOPER. I have stated already that 
most of these amendments are verbal. ‘They are 
to correct errors in printing or tn transes ibing the 
bill. Some few of them, but very few, are ofa 
more substantial character. . 

Mr.STEVENS. [think we had better go on 
and act in the regular way 

Mr. HOOPER. The first amendment which 
I desire to offer is to the sixth section. Itis to 
add after the word “specify’’ the word ‘ sub- 
stantially,’’ so as to make it read: 

That persons uniting to form such an association shail, 
under their hands, make an organization certificate, which 
shall specify substantially; &c. 

Mr. PRUYN. I would like to ask the reason 
for this amendment. ‘ 

Mr. HOOPER. I think the reason is so ob- 
vious that any person can understand it, 

Mr. PRUYN. It strikes me that it ia making 


|| the whole thing too loose. This requirement can 


certainly be complied with without any difficulty. 

Mr. HOOPER. I withdraw the amendment, 
as there is an objection to it, 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. I should like to 
offer one or two amendments which the gentle- 
man has apparently passed over. I propose to 
strike out of the first section, providing for the 
appointment by the President of the Comptroller 
of the Currency, the words ** on the recommend 
ation of the Secretary of the Treasury.’’ The 
Constitution provides for the made in which ap- 
pointments shall be made. I hold that we have 
no right to select other parties on whose recom 
mendation appointments are to be made. ‘There 
fore this line which | move to strike out is in vi 
olation of the Constitution. It must absolutely 
be made either by the Secretary of the Treasury 
or by the President. 

‘There are one or two other amendments to 
which I shall call the honorable gentleman's 
attention. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, ef Illinois. I have a 
proposition to make which I hope wall meet with 
the concurrence of the gentleman from Massachu 
setts and of the House, and that is that this bill 


| shall be considered'in the House aa if it were in 


| move amendments without confusion. 
|| best course for us to pursue to aet upon the 


the Committee of tha Whole on the state of the 
Union, to be read secticu by section for amend- 
ment. * 

TheSPEAKER. The Chew understands that 
the gentleman from Massachusetis (Mr. Hooper] 
proposes to submit certain amendments from the 
Committee of Ways and Means. After those 
have been submitted and considered the bill wil! 
be open for further amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. [understand 
that; but we can get along with the bill much 
better if we consider it in the House as if it were 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. Let the bill be read section by section by 
the Clerk, then all will have an opportunity to 
it is the 


measure understandingly. 

Mr. HOOPER. I do not object to that course 
being pursued. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I madea proposition to 
accomplish that purpose this morning, and it was 
objected to. I believe 1 must object now, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of SJilinois. Ll hope the 
gentleman from Ohio will not object on that 
ground. 

Mr. PENDLETON. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Stevens] objected to my mo- 
uon that the House resolve itself into the Com 


| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Uniou to 
| consider this bill there as a special order. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania withdraws his objec 
tion, 

Mr. PENDLETON. Then I do not object. 

Mr. HOOPER. I understand the bill is to be 
read by sections for amendment. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. Lappeal to the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
(Mr. Srevens,] and to the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, {Mr. Lloorer,) to let this bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the atate 
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of the Union, as was proposed this morning by the 


present proceeding. 

Mr. STEVENS. [I do not object to that. I 
move that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
with the understanding proposed this morning 
that the bill be Southend 
precedence of all others, and to be considered 
until dispoged of, 

The motion was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the | 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


(Mr. Branpecee in the chair.) f 
The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union on | 


House bill No. 333, to provide a national cur- 
rency, secured by a pledge of United States stocks, 
and to provide for the circulation and redemption 
thereof, which is a special order, taking prece- 
dence of all others. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


That there shall be established in the Treasury Depart- | 
ment a separate bureau, which shall be charged with the | 


execution of this and all other laws that may be passed by 
Congress respecting the issue and regulation of a national 
currency secured by United States bonds. The chief offi- 
cer of the said bureau shall be denominated the Comptrotier 


of the Currency, and shall be under the general direction | 


of the Secretary of the Treasury. He shall be appointed 


by the President, on the recommendation of the Secretary | 


of the Treasury, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Benate; &c. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. I move to strike 
out the words ‘‘on the recommendation of the 
Secretary of the Treasury.’”’ 

Mr. Chairman, I base that amendment upon 
article two, section two, of the Constitution, which 
provides that the President shall have power to 
**nominate, and by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, shall appoint embassadors, 
other public ministers and consuls, judges of the 
Supreme Court, and all other officers of the Uni- 
ted States, whose appointments are not herein 
otherwise provided for,and which shall be estab- 
lished by law: but the Congress may by law vest 
the appointment of such inferior officers, as they 
think proper, in the Presidentalone, in the courts 
of law, or in the heads of Departments.’’? The 
power here is to belong absolutely to the Presi- 
dent or to the Secretary of the Treasury. There 
is no right on the part of Congress to alter the 
jurisdiction which the President may have to 
make appointments, 

Mr. HOOPER. 
will not prevail. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move tostrike out the word 
**shall,’’ and .o insert in lieu of it the word 
**may,’’ so that it will read, ‘*he may be ap- 
pointed by the President,’? &c. That will not 
make the law imperative. 

Mr. PRUYN. Is it intended, by using the 
word *“*may’’ instead of *shall,’’ that the Pres- 
ident may carry out this act or suspend its oper- 
ations at his pleasure? I think that the word 
‘shall’ is right. 

Mr. STEVENS. If there is any difficulty 
about my amendment I withdraw it. 

Mr. BROOKS. As I understand the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman trom Wisconsin, Paap it 
will be adopted. It is only within a year or two, 
or since the commencement of the last session of 


I hope that the amendment 


Congress, that we began to reverse the whole | 
financial policy of the Government from 1787, by | 


taking from the President of the United States the 
control of the public Treasury and giving it to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. ‘T 
Wisconsin proposes that we shall return to the 


old policy and the policy of the Constitution, and | 


let the President and not the Secretary have the 
control of the Treasury. 


L have never been able to comprehend, either 


in this or some other bill which has been acted | 


upon by this House, why that wise policy pur- 


sued by George Washington and his Secretary, | 


Alexander Hamilton, through the whole history 
of the United States, should be changed now, and 
the President be deprived of his constitutional 
power and of the power given him by precedent, 


and the whole power given to the Secretary of the | 


Treasury. The President alone is the respons- 
ible officer; we have no control over the Secretary 


aspecial order, to take || 


Ihe gentleman from | 
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of the Treasury, nor have the —_ any such || 


control. It is the President of the 


|| who is, has been through our whole history, and 
gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Pexnpteton.} That 
would obviate, I think, all the confusion of our | 


who should be, responsible. 

And permit me here to say, not unkindly, | 
am utterly unable tocomprehend why the Prest- 
dent of the United States is distrusted, and there 
is taken from him his legitimate control over the 
public money; and why in this and in other bills 
there is given to the Secretary of the Treasury 
that control which ought alone to be in the Pres- 
ident of the United States. Iam unable to com- 
prehend. I have never heard any satisfactory rea- 
son given here or elsewhere for that change of our 
public policy. If there be any reason for the 
change I should be happy to hear it. But as the 
bill now stands it is an expression of distrust on 
the part of the House, and upon the part of Con- 
gress, if the bill passes through Congress, either 
of the capacity or integrity of the President of the 

Jnited States to exercise his legitimate and con- 
stitutional control over the public money. I say it 
is an expression of distrust, and therefore | hope 
the amendment of the gentleman from Wisconsin 
will prevail. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. Before the ques- 
tion is taken, I desire the Clerk to read the latter 
part of article two of the Constitution, in which 
is contained the provision in reference to making 
appointments. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


**Tle [the President] shall have power, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Stnate, to make treaties, pro- 
vided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he 
shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate shall appoint, embassadors, other public minis- 
ters and consuls, judges of the Supreme Court, and all 
other officers of the United States whose appointments are 
not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be es- 
tablished by law; but the Congress may by law vest the 
appointment of such inferior officers as they think proper 
in the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads 
of Departments.”? 


Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. Now the point 
is this: that by that provision the President has 
the unlimited power of making the selection, and 
is not to be trammeled by the idea of either the 
Secretary of the Treasury or of any other public 
functionary, unless we vest that power directly 
either in the head of a Department or in the judge 
ofacourt. In this instance the power is vested 
in the President, and for that reason, under the 
Constitution, we cannot trammel or limit the ex- 
ercise of that discretion. 

Mr. STEVENS. I have no doubt of our 
power upon this subject. We could vest the ap- 
pointment entirely in the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury if we chose. The Constitution ts very express 
upon that point. But I do not think it is worth 
quarreling about; and since there is now such 
a unanimous confidence in the President of the 
United States I propose that the words be stricken 
out. They were put in merely to guard against 
the danger that some gentlemen might not have 
the same unqualified confidence in the President 
that we have. I find we were mistaken, and that 
everybody in the House has the most perfect con- 
fidenceinhim. Llhope, therefore, the amendment 
will prevail. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOOPER. I propose to take this oppor- 
tunity to make some remarks upon the general 
character of the bill before we proceed further 
with the reading of it. 

It is not my intention to detain the House with 
any long examination of this bill, but only to call 
attention to the principal changes which are pro- 
posed by it from the act passed at the last session 
of Congress to establish the national banking sys- 
tem. It should be borne in mind that this is not 
a bill to establish the system of national banks; 
its only purpose is to amend the act which es- 
tablished that system, to correct what the expe- 
rience and observation of the past year have shown 
to be imperfect, and to render the law so perfect 
that the State banks may be induced to organize 
under it, in preference to continuing under their 
State charters. 

It is unjust to consider the national banking 
law as inimical to the State banks; on the con- 
trary, the object has been to offer every facility 
to the State banks to organize under it, while iten- 


| courages banking upon sounder ern which 


will render it more secure for the stockholders, 

more profitable to them in the long run, and more 

beneficial to the people throughout the country. 
I frankly confess that I look upon the system of 


nited States || State banks as having outlived its usefulness, as 
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being unequal to the exigencies of the presen: 
time, with the demands which this war is makiny 
on the resources of the country and on its fina 
cial and monetary systems. I refer to ae 
institutions connected with the growth and _ 
perity of the country. Let us consider for a 
ment what would have been our condition noy 
we had attempted to carry on this war withou 
the changes that have been made, and had relied 
on the State banks to furnish all the Currency tha: 
was needed. - 

Within the very first year of the war the:- 
adequacy for this purpose was shown, Th» hg 
ernment was of course obliged to call on the bs 
etury interest of the country represented by . 
ban 8 for means to cariy on the war; the pro 
erty and the yioney interest of the country w ‘ 
bouud to furnish the means, because the security 
of all property depends upon the protection of 
Government, and its value upon the ability of the 
Government to protect it, 

The first important application by the Govern. 
ment to the banks to furnish money was made n 
the summer of 1861, for $150,000,000, which the 
banks of the principal cities agreed to furnish 
from time to time, by installments extending from 
the middle of August to the end of that year 
But this created so great a strain upon them that 
before the end of the year they deemed it neces. 
sary to suspend specie payments. It then became 
necessary for the Government to rely upon ity 
own powers and its own resources, the result of 
which was the introduction of the legal-tender 
currency of Government notes. Many who Op. 
posed this measure at the time it was adopted, 
and the few who orere it now, object that it cre. 
ates an irredeemable paper currency in place of 
coin; and, in opposing it, all the arguments that 
have been used from the time of Adam Smith 
down to the latest writers on finance have been 
arrayed to prove the advantages of a currency of 
coin over one of paper money, as if it were a ques 
tion which of those two, paper money or coin, 
the Government should have availed itself of in 
that darkest period of trial. A currency of coin 
was an absurdity at that time, as it has been ever 
since, and those who talked about it knew it tobe 
so. The only question at that time was which of 
two paper currencies should be selected; whether 
it should be a paper currency furnished by the 
banks, which would be extended almost indef- 
nitely by the Government use of it, and would be 
controlled entirely by the banks for their own 
profit, or whether the Government should furnish 
a currency of its own, to be under its own diree- 
tion and control, made secure to the holders of it 
by the pledged faith of the Government, all the 
profits of which should accrue to the whole peo- 
ple of the country, and which at this moment is 
contributing directly more than four hundred mil- 
lion dollars, without any cost for interest, to the 
pecuniary means of the Government to carry on 
this war, besides the means which it indirectly 
furnishes, at a moderate rate of interest, and tie 
facilities it affords in the negotiation of loans. | 
confidently believe that if the bill authorizing the 
issue of the legal-tender notes had failed to become 
a law, and the Government had been obliged to 
depend on the State banks, and to use their notes 
for currency to carry on the war, we should have 
had an inflation before this time beyond anything 
that has occurred since the days of the French 
assignats, and the Government and the country 
would have been entirely prostrated in its finances 
and in its currency. % 

We are told from the other side of this Houst 
that there can be but one end to a currency of pt 
per money, based on the faith of the Government. 
All the old speeches of the Opposition in Parlia- 
ment, during the suspension of specie payments 
in Great Britain, from 1797 to 1520, are hunted 
up to be ventilated afresh here as original =. 
and opinions, to light us in our dismal pati ° 
financial destruction; as if every one did not know 
that the history of the ‘‘assignats”’ in France, 
andvof the Continental money in this county, 
were rather the exceptions than the rule in regs’ 
to nations that have made use of paper menor bY 
carry them through the temporary guess 
great wars. How many are there of the —_ 
of Europe that have not in times of war — 
to the use of paper money, and when peace ® 
restored returned to the sounder basis of coin’ 


The distinguished gentleman from New York 
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Mr, Fernanvo Woop] enlightened us with the 
ve that Great Britain, under a system of paper 
ey accumulated a debt of $4,000,000,000; that 
ee hee or four last years ofa war extending 
a period of a quarter of a century, her sys- 
emia was so far improved as to yield, 
i think from half to two thirds annually of the 
aaa to carry on the war, while only one third 
>i half was derived from loans; and he also in- 
dao us that Great Britain, after all this long 
esi od of paper money and enormous accumula- 
e fdebt, has now the most perfect financial 
ee in the world. 1 certainly will not deny 
h of his statements; and I thank the gen- 
yr presenting them tothe House. I hope 
learn wisdom from the study of this ex- 


facts tha 


system 
the truth 
tleman f¢ 
we shall 

rience c ; 
nd when peace is established that we shall be 
: ually ready to make any sacrifices that may be 
scaatery to put our finances and currency upon 
the soundest basis. But until peace comes, with 
jts attendant blessings, I trust that no exertion 
will be spared, no sacrifice be withheld, and none 
of the energies of the nation be relaxed to con- 
quer and overcome this rebellion, whatever it may 

Si. 
believe it was not only a wise measure to au- 
thorize the issue of the legal-tender notes, but that 
it was the only measure that could have been 
adopted with safety. The loan bill, including 
the issue of legal-tender notes, the national bank 
act, and the tax law were recommended by the 
Secretary of the Treasury as the three measures 
to be relied upon to carry the nation through the 
fnancial difficulties of this war. The last Con- 
gress enacted them, and it is the duty of the pres- 
ent Congress to do all in its power to perfect them. 
They certainly have worked successfully thus far, 
and [ trast all attempts to perfect them will meet 
witha generous support from the House. 

This bill presents many amendments of the bill 
of the last Congress, but most of them are of a 
verbal character, with the view of making the 
meaning of the law more clear and distinct, to 
avoid misunderstanding and different construc- 
tions. It contains also some amendments of a 
more important and substantial character, to 
which I will call attention. The bill has had the 
benefit of a year’s experience of the working of 
the present law, and of most careful study and 
thought by the able, sound, and accomplished 
banker who occupies the position of Comptroller 
of the Currency. It has also been carefully ex- 
amined by the Secretary of the Treasury, as well 
as by the Committee of Ways and Means. 

One of the purposes of the amendments is to re- 
move objections made by the State banks to the 
presentlaw, which in some cases are well ground- 
ed,and in many others are only apprehensions 
in regard to the possible construction of the lan- 
guage of the law, and of its unintended but pos- 
sible effects. It will be noticed that one section 
provides for the Bank of Commerce, in the city 
of New York, to be organized as one of the na- 
tional banks, in the only way in which that bank 
could organize under the law; that is, by remov- 
ing, in regard to that bank, the individual liabil- 


ity of its stockholders for the debts of the bank, | 


for the reason that one of the articles of associa- 
tion under which the bank was formed, and which 
cannot be changed, was thatno stockholdershould 
be liable beyond the 
the stock of the bank. My own preference would 
be to strike out the individual liability clause al- 
together from this bill, as the circulation is made 
wecure, under all circumstances, by the pledge of 
overnment bonds for its security, and their re- 
nae by the Government provided for if the 
m fails to redeem them. Having thus made 
‘circulation secure, I think the other creditors 
er sufficient security in the paid-up capital of 
ma ee and beyond that they are as well able 
ae € care of themselves as the stockholders, 
= ’ majority of instances, in a bank that 
cae oe ong in existence, are persons retired 
ann Cusiness, females, minors, trustees, guard- 
‘, and charitable institutions. 
il cae most important amendments of this 
it ious provision that every bank shall redeem 
(es ea aay at some one of the commercial 
Cater’ med in the bill, as well as at its own 
i Saechen that no note can be in circulation that 
on eemable at par in one of the ten or twelve 
mercial centers of the country. So long as 


of Great Britain, and improve upon it, | 


amount invested by him in | 


1? 








es 





‘ : eae 
that is the case, and whWe at the same time they \ for advertisem 


| are receivable at par for all dues to the Govern- 
| ment, except duties on imports, none of their 


notes can be at any considerable discount in any 
part of the eountry. 

Another important amendment is making the 
maximum rate of interest uniform at seven per 
cent., instead of Jeaving it as now to be deter- 
mined by the legal rate at the place where the bank 
is located. The only objection I have heard to 
this was from a gentleman who informed me that 
the legal rate in his State was twenty-four per 
cent.; therefore no bank would be organized there 
under this law if they could not charge more than 
seven per cent. for money. I should prefer to 


| make six per cent. the maximum rate of interest, 








believing that to be as muchas capital should ever 
be allowed to take from the industry and labor 
that makes the capital profitable. 

If a man uses his own capital in any employ- 
tient which he carries on, he gets the profit of the 
capital and of the industry which he applies to 
that employment; but if he has not the industry 
or the inclination to work, whether it arises from 
infirmities or any other cause, and loans his money 
to those who are inclined and able to labor, six 
per cent. seems to me a full and fair compensation 
for his share of the result,and is as much as any 
stable employment can afford to pay for the use of 
money. A higher rate of interest benefits and 
stimulates speculation more than it benefits the 
regular employment of the industry of the coun- 
try. 

Another amendment limits the minimum capital 
of any bank at $100,000, instead of $50,000, as in 
the present bill, and requires fifty per cent. of the 
capital to be paid in before business is commenced, 
and ten per cent. in each succeeding month there- 
after. Another is that each director must be the 
owner of at least ten shares of the capital stock. 

There are other amendments of less conse- 


| quence, to which I will call attention as they come 


before the House to be acted upon. 

Mr. BROOKS obtained the floor, but yielded to 

Mr. SPALDING, who moved that the com- 
mittee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose;and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, Mr. BranpeGEee 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had, according to order, had the 
state of-the Union generally under consideration, 
and particularly the bill of the House (No. 333) 
to provide a national currency secured by a pledge 
of United States stocks and to provide for the cir- 
culation and redemption thereof,and had come to 
no conclusion thereon. 

And then, on motion of Mr. SPALDING, (at 
fifteen minutes past four o’clock, p.m.,) the House 
adjourned. ae tieh ale ak 

IN SENATE. 
Tuurspar, March 24, 1864. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The VICE PRESIDENT signed the follow- | 


ing enrolled bills, which were yesterday signed 
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


A bill (S. No. 25) to authorize the Presidentto | 


negotiate a treaty with the Klamath, Modoc, and 


| other Indian tribes of southeastern Oregon; and 


A bill (1. R. No. 299) to provide for carrying 
the mails from the United States to foreign ports, 


| and for other purposes. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. TEN EYCK presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of New Jersey in favor of the em- 
loyment of the Billinghurst and Requa battery 
in the public service; which were referred to the 


| Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 


printed. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana, presented a memorial 
of the mayor aad common council of the city 
of Jeffersonville, Indiana, praying for the location 
of an armory and navy-yard at that place; which 
was referred tothe Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. MORGAN presented a memorial of M. || 
S. Beach, proprietor of the New York Sun, pray- | 
ing for the remission of the tax on that paper for || 
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ents, may be given to the sanitary 


1} : . . 
fair; which was referred to the Committee on 








the 29th of March instant, so that the entire pro- | 


ceeds of the paper on thatday, including receipts 
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Finance. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas, presented the petition 
of Baptiste Peoria, a member of the confederate 
bands of Peoria, Piankeshaw, Kaskaskia, and 
Wea Indians, praying for the passage of an act 
giving him the same power to contract and be 
contracted with, to sue and be sued in courts of 
justice, as if he were acitizen of the United States; 
and providing that where he bought land from 
members of his tribe prior to any regulations on 
the subject, and paid a fair price for it, and had 


|| taken a deed therefor, such title shall be good and 
| effectual; which was referred to the Committee on 
| Indian Affairs. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE presented a memorial of the 


| Chamber of Commerce of the city of Milwaukee, 
| Wisconsin, praying for the passage of a general 


bankrupt law; which was referred to the Com- 


| mittee on the Judiciary. 


He also presented a memorial of the Legisla- 
ture of Wisconsin in favor of aid in the construc- 
tion of railroads running from Sioux City, in the 
State of lowa, through St. Paul to Hudson, on 
the St. Croix lake, and thence to Superior or Bay- 
field, on Lake Superior; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Pacific Railroad, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. CONNESS presented a petition of citizens 
of Contra Costa county, California, praying that 
they may be authorized by law to institute legal 
proceedings to try the validity of their titles to 
certain lands settled and occupied by them; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


PRINTING OF A MEMORIAL. 


Mr. FOOT. I! move the printing of the memo- 
rial presented yesterday morning by the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. Ten Evcx] from citizens 
of the city of Washington, praying an appropri- 
ation for the cleaning out of the Washington 
canal and for other purposes of a sanitary char- 
acter. As it contains important information, I 
move that the memorial be printed. 

The motion was agreed to, 


ADJOURNMENT FOR GOOD FRIDAY. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I move that when the Senate 
adjourns to day it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next. To-morrow is Good Friday, and I do not 


| think the Senate is in the habit of sitting on that 


day. 
The motion was not agreed to. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to whom was referred a bill (S. No. 
149) granting lands to the State of Oregon to aid 
in the construction of a military road from Port- 
land to Dalles City, submitted an adverse report 
thereon; which was ordered to be printed, 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a resolution of the Legislature of 


ss i | Kansas, in favor of a grant of lands to that State 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpDERLAND. || y 6 a 


in lieu of the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections 
of the public lands sold for the benefit of certain 


| Indian tribes, submitted an adverse report thereon, 


which was ordered to be printed. 


. BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. LANE, of Kansas, asked, and by unani- 


mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 191) for the relief of Baptiste Peoria; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas, asked, and by unani- 


| mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 


(S. No. 192) to amend an act entitled “ An act 


| fora grant of lands to the State of Kansas, in 


alternate sections, to aid in the construction of 
certain railroads and telegraphs in said State;”’ 
which was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed, 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. HARLAN gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill explanatory of the 


| tenth section of an act to reduce the expenses of 


the survey and sale of the public lands of the Uni- 
ted States, approved the 13th day of May, 1862. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, 


\| by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
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the House of Representatives had passed the joint 
re lution of the Senate (No. 31) authorizing the 
i e of a register to the steamer Mohawk, with 

mend ent, in vhich it requested thi concur- 
rence of the Senate. 


"The messave further announce 


of Re pre 


d thatthe House 
sentatives had agreed to the amendment 
of the Senate to the bill of the House (No. 341) 
to carry into effect the convention with Ecuador 
for the adjustment of claims. 

The message further announced that the House 
of Representatives had agreed to the report of the 
committee of conference on the disagrec ing voles 
of the two Houses he bill (H.R. No. 34) mak- 
ing appropriation for the support of the Military 
Academy for the year ending June 30, 1865. 


ont 


The message also announced that the House of 
Representatives had passed a bill (H. R. No. 306) 
to amend an act entitled “An act prescribing the 
times and places for holding terms of the circuit 
court for the districts of lowa, Minnesota, and 
Kansas,” approved January 13, 1863, in which it 


requested the concurrence of the Senate. 


STEAMER 

Mr. TEN EYCK. Lask the Senate to take up 

the resolution (S. No. 31) authorizing the 

issue of are gister to the steamer Mohawk, which 

has returned to us from the 

Representatives with an amendment, with a view 
ot concurring Im it. 


MOHAWK. 
point 


just been 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the amendment of the House 
of Representatives to the joint resolution, which 
was to add at the end of the resolution the fol- 
lowing: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall in any 
wise affeet any legal proceeding now pending in regard to 
the said steamer Mohawk 


The amendment was concurred in. 
MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mi. HARRIS (during the progress of Mr. 


Howarp’s speech) said: With the consent of the 
Senator from Michigan, | presenta report froma 
committee of conference, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ciark in 
the chair.) It will be received by unanimous 
consent. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

The committ on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H. R. No. 


34 


e of conterence 


making appropriation forthe support of the Military 
Academy tor the year ending June 30, 1865, having met 
after full and free confers have agreed to recommend, 
and do recommend, to their respective Houses as follows: 
That t House of Representatives recede from their 


amendment to the fourth amendment of the Senate, and 
agree tu the same with the following amendment: strike 
out Jines six, seven, eight, nine, ten, cleven, twelve, thir 
teen, and fourteen of said amendmeut; and that the Sen 
ate agree to said amendment to their tourth amendment. 
W. T.. WILLEY, 
IRA PARRIS, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
R. E. FENTON, 
HENRY T. BLOW, 
JAMES R. MORRIS, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
Mr. GRIMES. 
that report. 
Mr. ‘TRUMBULL. 
what t 
Mr. 


[I should like to Know 
hose amendments were. 
HARRIS. The effect of this report is 


simply to recede from the vote of the House of 


Representatives increasing the number of appoint- 
ments to West Point, leaving the law to stand as 
itisnow. Thatis the only effect. 

Mr. GRIMES, I will inquire of the Senator 
what has become of the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from New Hampshire? 

Mr. HARRIS. That remains in the.bill. 

Mr. HOWE. I suppose it has been noticed 
that [ did not concur in the report of the commit- 
tee. : 
the report by the Senate, but I think itdueto my 
colleagues, and perhaps to myself, that | should 
state inas few words as I can the reasons why ! 
did not concur in that report. 

The Government of the United States is main- 
taining a Military School at West Point ata very 
heavy cost. The law provides to-day that the 
number of pupils to be instructed in that School 
shall be limited to the number of congressional 


districts in the United States, with the addition of 


ten to be selected at large by the President. It 
gives the appointment of those cadets to the Pres- 
ident of the United States, instructs him to assign 


Hlouse of 


Let us hear an explanation of 


[am not about to object to the adoption of 


the cadets to that School; but the law instructs 
him to select those cadets from the several con- 
ssional districts. 
Mr. HOWARD. I didnot yield the floor with 
the expectation of having a subject intervened 
which was going to consume much time. 

Mr. HOWE. I was not aware that the floor 
had been yielded. I came into the Senate and 
found this report before the Senate. 1 did not 


i 


expect it would come in this afternoon, and if it | 


did come in I did not expect it would be taken up, 
and especially I did not expect it would be taken 
up until | was present. I found the question 
pending here. 


The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The report was | 
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received by the unanimous consent of the Senate, | 


and is now before the body. 

Mr. HARRIS. 
would elicit discussion. I supposed it wasa mere 
matter of form, and therefore asked to have it con- 


I did not suppose the matter | 


sidered; but if the Senator from Wisconsin de- | 
sires to speak on the question, | am willing to | 
| have it passed over for the present and let the Sen- 


ator from Michigan go on with his remarks. 
Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I move that this re- 
port lie over until to-morrow 
The motion was agreed to. 
MILITARY INTERFERENCE 
Mr. FOOT. 
morning business, I move that the Senate now 
proceed to the consideration of 


business of yesterday. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


WITIL ELECTIONS. 


Does the Senator 


As there appears to be no other | 


the unfinished | 


mean the unfinished business of the morning hour | 


or of the day? 
Mr. FOOT. 
day on which the Senator from Michigan was ad- 
dressing the Senate. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


| in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 


eration of the bill (S. No. 37) to prevent officers 
of the Army and Navy, and other persons in the 
military and naval service of the United States, 
from interfering in elections in the States. 
Mr. HOWARD resumed and concluded his 
speech. [It will be published in the Appendix.] 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I move 


that the Senate now proceed to the consideration 


of the joint resolution for the amendment of the | 


Constitution. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Crarx in 


The unfinished business of the |, 


| as to be allowed to introduce this bill, to hav 
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xt 


preparation; I have no preparation to mak 
am perfectly willing to let this bill ¢ deen hp 
week or to proceed now; but I do not want ; 
matter to be postponed so that we cannot bri i 
up again. [‘*Go on now.” mgt 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The inquiry I addre 
to the Senator was not in regard to pre 
1 wished to knoW whether he was re 
ceed this afternoon with the discus 
matter now under consideration. 
Mr.SAULSBURY. Yes, sir. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 
proceed now at once 
and he can proceed. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. If the Senator 
his motion I will proceed at once. 
Mr. ‘TRUMBULL. Very well. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mot 
is withdrawn. The Senator from Delay = P 
entitled to the floor. ~~. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, I congra: 
ulate my friend, the Senator from Kentucky 
upon the success which has so far attended |. 
efforts to institute an inquiry into the proces 
of this Administration, into the enormities p< 
ticed by them upon the rights of the aan 
the people of the States in respect to their olor. 
tions. It will be remembered that during the’ 
session of the Senate I made several ineff ctu 
attempts to bring this matter to the consideration 
of the Senate. | offered a resolution, coming in. 
mediately from my people who had suffered fry 
this interposition of Federal power, calling uy 
the Secretary of War to know whether the inter. 
ference that had taken place with the freedom of 
elections in my State had been by his aut ority 
or by the authority of the Federal Governmen: 
The Senate by a party vote refused to make that 
inquiry; andevery attempt that was made during 
the last session was uniformly voted down by tly 
party in power in this Chamber. My friend, 1) 
Senator from Kentucky, however, hasbeen mor 
successful at the present session, so far at least 
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referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and then to have it taken up for consideration by 


|| the body. This is one step in the right direction 


the chair.) It is moved by the Senator from Illi- || 
nois that the Senate now proceed to the consid- | 


eration of the joint resolution indicated by him. 
Mr.SAULSBURY. Upon that motion | have 


but a word tosay. 


I think after the speech made | 


by the Senator from Michigan, and his allusions | 


to other States of the Uniomw than that which he 
represents himself, it is proper that this debate 
should proceed. I should have no objection, how- 
ever, to the motion of the Senator from Illinois if 
I knew that at an early day next week, say Mon- 


day or Tuesday, we could be allowed to resume | 


the consideration of the bill now before the Senate. 
But, sir, coming from that ‘ great and mighty” 
State of Delaware, to which the Senator from 


Michigan has alluded, a State which was a State | 


when the territory that he represents here was a 
waste, howling wilderness, and whose early cit- 
izens helped to frame and fashion and mold the 


institutions ef the Government under which we | 


live and through whose action in part he has been 
permitted to make the speech that he has deliv- 
ered here to-day, it is proper that we should have 
an opportunity to reply to those remarks; and if 
no other Senator, the action of whose State has 
been called in question, shall desire to proceed to 
address the Senate this afternoon, I will take upon 
myself to reply to the assaults which that Senator 
made both in his report and in his speech upon 
the ‘* great and mighty’’ State of Delaware. 

These remarks perhaps are not pertinent to the 
question now before the Senate. The question 
is whether the Senate will proceed to the consid- 
eration of another matter. I trust they will not 
unless there can be a distinct understanding that, 
at the furthest during the early part of next week, 
we may have an opportunity to resume the con- 
sideration of this subject. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to inquire 


| of the Senator from Delaware whether he is pre- 


pared to go on now and desires to proceed now. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I care nothing about 


I therefore congratulate my friend that he lias 
been more successful than [ was at the last ses- 
sion of the Senate. 

Ought this bill to be passed by the Senate! 
That is the question. It depends upon severs 
considerations. First, is there any necessity for 
its passage? If so, what is thatnecessity? The 
Senator from Michigan has told us that it ought 
not to be done; and one of the reasons which he 
has assigned why it should not be done is the fact 
thet it has never been done during the previous 


| history of the country, and that no application 


has heretofore ever been made to the Congress of 
the United States for the enactment of such alaw 
as this. He has told us that we passed through 
the war of the Revolution, and no such enact 
ment as this ever was asked for; that we passed 
successfully through the war of 1812, and that the 


|| Congress of the United States was not called upon 


to enact a bill of this character. He might have 
added that we passed successfully through the 
war with Mexico, and there was no necessity lor 
such an enactment. ; 

Did it not occur to the Senator that there was 
avery good reason during those wars why ‘he 


|| Congress of the United States should not pass & 


| bill of this character ? 


Could he not perceive t 
reason why the people of the United States dit 
not then ask for the passage of such a measure 
as this? The reason, sir, was that the men wht 
lived in those days saw nothing in the history © 
the times, nothing in the action of political par 
ties, nothing in the vast strides of Federal pow 
to call upon them to enact such a measure as th 
During the war of 1812, in the times in Wii 
the Senator has said there was such imbitters 
partisan feeling, wise men, great men, gial'” 
political giants—controlled and shaped the poll’! 
of this country and guided the ship of State amid 
that storm. We had not then, sir, political pis 
mies perched on Alps, the laughing-stock o™ 
universe. We had men atthe head of affairs F cs 
had laid the deep foundations of this Governm’™ 
in constitutional liberty. We had men at’ 
head of affairs who had helped to frame that\' : 
stitution against the violations of which we i : 
complain. The fathers lived then; and winie te) 
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Y ra 

ved NO ee say that a President of the Uni- 

ne ae aan military officer had the right to 
eovereign State and to deprive its citi- 

sh. free right of suffrage guarantied to 
: » their State constitutions, No sucli at- 
were made in those days as have been 
to the sorrow and to the destruction of the 





arty of the people, in the days in which we 
Haring the war of 1812 James Madison, who is 
vu D 


‘imes called the Father of the Constitution, 
.| over this country; and though the pul- 
of the North, and the press of the North, and 
te opblie assemblages of the North, and the pub- 
~ Fon of the North denounced him in most un- 
~ eaaared terms, and while in one section of the 


atry they were holding the Hartford Conven- 
ULE J / 


esiu 





f 


wical to the true interests of the country, and 


3 so rash as to date, under any 


1 purposes, it was believed at the time, | 
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while men were charged, and even charged by an 
-Progident of the United States from that sec- || 


ex-Pt $s 





ion of the country, with being engaged in a treas- 
sable plot to carry New England out of the 
Uyion, James Madison and the men who then ad- 
ministered the affairs of this country never found 
» necessary to send the military forces into any 
Siste of the Union to deprive its citizens of the 
foe exercise of the elective franchise; no presses 
were muzzled; no bastiles were built or filled with 
free men; no public speaker, simply because, in 
the exercise of his clear, constitutional right, he 
dared to dissent from the policy of the Adminis- 
in, was by presidential edict banished to a 
hostile country or to a foreign land. 

| say, therefore, to the Senator from Michigan, 
that the reason Why such an act was not asked 
foror proposed during the wars to which he has 
alluded was that a different class of men admin- 
istered the affairs of this Government, men more 
deeply read and men truly read in the history of 
constitutional liberty, men who cherished the 
principles of constitutional and civil liberty to an 


exientthat they dared not, in violation of the oaths 








which they had taken to preserve and defend the 
Constitution of the United States, invade the 
rights of the States or of the humblest citizen by | 
denying to him the right to cast his vote for those || 


who should administer the Government under | 


which he lived. 
Sir, ata subsequent period in our history, al- 
wgh 1 do not recollect that that was distinctly 
alluded to by the Senator from Michigan, when 
we passed through another foreign war, the war 
with Mexico, a man who had read, and deeply 
read, the constitutional history of his country, 
and who had profited by the examples of the great 
and wise men who preceded him, was President 
of the United States, and had wise and patriotic 
counselors around him. And although that war, 
which Was a war with a foreign Power, was de- 
nounced as a unjust war, although it was pro- 
claimed by a certain party throughout the length 
and breadth of this land that the Mexicans were 
right and that the people of the United States were 
wrong, and although in the State in which I live 
men Who now are the most blatant Union men 
‘iroughout the land (if you would believe them) 
addressed the people and told them that they 
Would be drafted and carried off to a foreign, un- 
jst war, and all for the purpose of carrying an 


. ‘ton, no presidential hand, no military hand 
Pag a 


mary of ihe Administration then in power. 
Was “hig ree, press was free, personal liberty 
i A 80, sir, to-day? Ifso, Lask you whence 
fo the hear-aticken wife and the wevae ine 
erplaned child, whose husband and whose father 
a » whose husband and whose father 

$in the dead hour 
power been dr 
a hostile shore? 

Sit so, sir, now? 
appeals addresse 
“Y to the Exec 
party in power 
Creds and . 
. 


If so, why those touching 
d from every quarter of the coun- 


calling for the release of the hun- 
ns ante who groan beneath oppres- 
Saal . your modern bastiles, built and 
defend the country against foreign foes, 


laid even upon the humblest of all the Op- | 


of the night by military | 
agged from home and banished to- || 








utive of this nation and to the | 


but COnVerte . . << } 
ment oe d into prison-houses for the confine- 
Hent of freemen? 


Say then Sir . ~ . . 
’ again to the Senator fr . 
gan that the w°® e Senator from Michi 


reason we have had no such enact- 


ment in the past as that asked for now is because 
the circumstances of the past are quite different 
from those which exist atthe present. The con- 
stitutional rights of the people were respected; 
the right of the people to meet and to petition for 
redress of grievances; the right of the people to 
discuss the measures of public policy was re- 
spected; and no man in those days was rash 
enough or had so little regard for the Constitution 
of his country and the constitutional rights of his 
fellow-citizens as to attempt any such practices 
as those against which the provisions of this bill 
are aimed, 

Congress have the constitutional power, I ap- 
prehend, to pass this bill, and the question recurs, 
ought it to be passed? If there had been no in- 


vasion of the rights of the citizen there would be | 


no impropriety in the passage of the bill, because 
it might be possible in the future, and especially 
in a time of great civil commotion like this, that 


those rights might be invaded, and hence it might | 
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be a wise policy to prepare against an anticipated || 


or possible evil in the future. But, sir, 1 do not 


| place my advocacy of this bill updn such a ground 
as that. I place it upon the distinct, express, un- | 


equivocal, and undeniable ground that the rights 
of the people in this respect have been invaded, in 
some instances destroyed, and that the evil is of 
such a magnitude as calls imperatively upon the 
Legislature of the country, the Congress of the 
United States, to interpose for the protection of 
the rights of the citizen. 

The Senator from Michigan has confined his 


| remarks in reference to this aspect of the question 
| chiefly to a consideration of the cases arising in 


land. His allusion to my State was very brief, 
although designed tobe very severe. Let me say 


| to that Senator that there is not strength enough 
| in his puny arm or in the bow which he draws 





| putandum est. | 
| the Senator from Michigan thus to indulge in 


to reach the ** great and mighty’’ State of Dela- 
ware, as he calls her, and no attempted sarcasm 
in reference to the State of Delaware by him can 
affect any one injurigusly except him who has 
the rashness to attempt it. De gustibus non dis- 
If it is agreeable to the taste of 


sarcasm in reference to a State of this Union, | 


will.not dispute with him as to the propriety or | 


impropriety of his taste. 


Mr. President, before I proceed to offer the 


proofs in this case arising in my own State, I wish 
to lay down one simple proposition which ts a de- 
nial of the whole basis of the argument of the Sen- 
ator from Michigan. He admits that in times of 
peace the Federal Government would have no 
right to interfere with the exercise of the elective 
franchise in a State; but hecontends that in time 
of warit may become necessary, and being neces- 
sary, they have the right to do it. . 

I was somewhat surprised to hear the Senator 
from Michigan refer to such an old-fashioned doc- 
ument as that which | now holdin my hand, one 
which is so much ignored at the present day, one 
whose provisions are so little regarded by the 
present Administration and party in power; but 
he has had, to my utter amazement, I will not 
say the rashness, to refer to the Constitution of 
the United States. Now, sir, my proposition, 
as preliminary to what I intend to say on this sub- 
ject, is found in that old-fashioned instrument 
whose principles are so little regarded by the Sen- 
ator and by this Administration. 

I lay down the proposition that itis not within 
the competency of the Federal authorities to in- 
tervene in a State of the Union for the purpose of 
controlling any of its domestic affairs, or even to 
suppress violence, unless they are invited by the 
authorities of the State. Section four of the fourth 
article of the Constitution declares that ‘* the Uni- 
ted States shall, guaranty to every State in this 
Uniona republican form of government, and shall 
protect each of them against invasion; and on ap- 
plication of the Legislature, or of the Executive, 


| (when the Legislature cannot be convened,) 


against domestic violence.’? The pretense, as | 


gather it, upon which the intervention of the mil- 
itary in the-several States of the Union has been 
attempted to be justified is, that it was to prevent 
violence by an opposing political party; that it 
was to give to a certain class of voters an oppor- 
tunily to exercise their rights under the Consti- 
tution of their State; the right to vote, for exam- 
ple, that being the matter now before the Senate. 
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Well, sir, let me inquire by what authority 
the President of the United States undertakes to 
send the military into a State 


-_ —_—~ 


to interfere with 


the freedom of elections. lL inquire for the au- 
thority of the President of the United States, be- 
cause [ hold him responsible for all this. As to 


your Schencks and your Burasides, and such lit- 
tle brief heroes who make war upon women and 
children, and upon unarmed citizens, rather than 
like braveand chivalrous men meeting the armed 
enemy in the field, I deal not with them. Itis 
not with any such pigmies that I deal. I deal 
with their master, the man who sits enthroned at 
the other end of the avenue, and who is fondly 
dreaming of an extension of his authority to rule 
and despotically rule over the liberties of a once 
free and happy people. I hold the President of 
the United States to be the man that is responsi- 
ble, because he either gave the orders to his suber- 
dinates, or they having been given by his subor- 
dinates, he had the right to interfere in behalf of 
the citizens to prevent the invasion of their con- 
stitutional rights, and he did not do so. 

Neither, sir, do I hold responsible for these 
transgressions the soldiers of the Army who ex- 
ecute these orders, whether made by the Presi- 
dent or by his subordinate officers. As soldiers, 
they are bound to execute their orders, and | 
doubt not that many a true-hearted, brave, and 
gallant American soldier, who when he enlisted 
in this war thought he was enlisting to fighta 
bold and manly enemy in the field, felt himself 
humiliated when called upon to go into a quiet, 
peaceful neighborhood, and with bayonet charge 


|} upon its peaceful citizens, as has been done in my 
| the State of Kentucky and in the State of Mary- | 


State, for no crime, for no offense, but only be- 
cause, in the exercise of a clear constitutional 
right, they presumed quietly to approach the polls 
and offered to exercise their part in selecting those 
who were to administer the laws by which they 
were to be governed. 

Then, sir, where does the President of the 
United States get the power to send the military 
into aState to interfere with the freedom of elec- 
tions, or tosend them into a State to do any other 
act or thing?) Whatever power he has he derives 
from that section of the Constitution which | have 
read, and it is only to be exercised upon the ap- 
plication of the Governor of the State when the 


| Legislature is not in session, or of the Legislature 


itself when in session. 
Sir, indulge me iri another preliminary remark. 


| Who decides as to the qualification of voters, con- 


| stitutionally and legally? 


So far as that right be- 
longs to a citizen of a State, it is controlled and 


| governed exclusively by the constitution and laws 


| of the State in which he lives. 


Itis not contained 
in the Constitution of the United States. It is 
not conferred by the Constitution upon the Pres- 


| ident of the United States or upon any of his mil- 


itary subordinates. When, therefore, he attempts 
to exercise it, he does, in the strong but true lan- 
guage of the Senator from Kentucky, become a 
usurper, and he owes among a free people his im- 
punity from visitation of punishment simply to 
his power. 

Let me ask, sir, why should there be opposi- 
tion to this bill? If it is simply to secure a free 
and fair election, if that be the object of those who 
advocate it, why should this bill be opposed? 
In case there is any attempt to violate the right 
of any citizen of a State, in case there is any ap- 
prehension that on the day of election such a thing 


| may be done, the State authorities are competent 


and alone authorized to prevent or redress the 
wrong. And in case domestic violence exists or 
is immediately threatened to an extent beyond 
the control of State authority, the constitutional 
right of the Governor or the Legislature of the 
respective States would still exist to call upon the 
President, under this article of the Constitution I 
have referred to, for aid in putting down this do- 
mestic violence. The only inference, therefore, 
which I can draw from the oppdsition to a meas- 
ure so wise, so just,so harmless for the purposes 
of evil, so effective for the purposes of good, ts, 
that it may be deemed necessary to perpetuate 
power in one political party organization, and 
against the will of the people to keep in power 
those who may have abused their trust! 

If I discuss this question somewhat des iltorily 
it arises from the fact that I speak without prepa- 
ration, and only from that sense of duty to my 
people which the report of this committee and the 
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speech of the Senator from Michigan render ne- 
cessary. 5 

Another ground taken by the Senator from Mi- 
chigan is that the bill is unconstitutional because | 
there is no right in the Congress of the United | 
States to intervene for the enforcement of the laws | 
ofa State. Does this bill call upon the Congress 
of the United States to intervene by legislative 
enactment or otherwise for the enforcement of the 
laws of a State? I will admit, with the Senator, 
that the true and only authority for enforcing the 
laws of a State (except in time of domestic vio- 
lence, when, upon eo of the Governor or 
of the Legislature of the State it may become | 
necessary to invoke Federal authority to assist 
them,) is State authority. But does this bill ask 
Congress to intervene in behalf of the execution | 
of a State law? Not at all, sir. It only asks 
Congress to intervene thus far and no further, to 
prevent men in the military service of the coun- 
try, officers having charge of the military of the 
country, from carrying that military to places of 
voting, and interfering with the rights of the 
people of the States and destroying the govern- 
ments of the States. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. With the consent of 
the Senator from Delaware, 1 move that the 
further consideration of this subject be postponed 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I object to that. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I do not ask for the post- 
ponement, itis no favor to me. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. This is precisely what I 
expected. The business of the Senate is about 
to be crowded out for these speeches. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Ido notask for the post- 
ponement. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pomeror 
in the chair.) Does the Senator from Kansas 
withdraw his motion? 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. No,sir. My motion 
was Offered with the consent of the Senator from 
Delaware,and | insistupon it. Wedid not finish 
the business of the morning hour to-day, and it 
is now almost four o’clock. I think we oughtto 
be permitted to finish the business of the morning 
hour. Itis not at all probable that the Senator 
from Delaware will conclude to-night. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I hope that if the Senator 
from Delaware desires a postponement until to- 
morrow we shall grant his request. 

Mr.SAULSBURY. I do notask any courtesy 
if any Senator hasany objection to a proposition 
to extend courtesy. I did not suggest this post- 
ponement mysclf. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I suggested it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am certainly not dis- 
posed to deny to the Senator from Delaware any 
courtesy,as the Senator from Rhode Island seems 
to intimate; but here is a question taking up the 
time of the Senate and excluding the active busi- 
ness®f the Senate, taking uptime by long speeches, 
commencing one day and continuing into the next, 
and claiming the floor from day to day. I ask 
the Senator from Delaware if he thinks it consist- 
ent with our public duty here, when great meas- 
ures are pressing upon us, to have these political 
speeches continued from day to day, and adjourn- 
ments had upon them, to the exclusion of the busi- 
nessof the country. ‘The Senator from Delaware 
was distinctly asked before he commenced his re- 
marks if he was ready and desired to go on to- 
night, and he said he would go on to-night, in | 
reply to my question, and to get rid of a motion | 


1) 








which I had made to take up another subject. 
Now, sir, [do not wish to press the Senator 
from Delaware orany other member of this body 
to speak out of time; but I insist that neither the 
Senator from Delaware nor any other Senator shall 
day after day occupy the floor here when there 
is business to be done. If the Senator from Del- 
aware is willing to take his chance to finish his | 
speech when the convenience of the Senate will 
pores without imerfering with other business, I 
nave no objection to this measure being put over; 
but if it is to be put over to the exclusion of all 
other business to-morrow during the business | 
hours, I do object to it. 
Mr. POWELL. I do not believe, sir, there | 
has been or will be before this Congress a bill of | 
greater importance than the one now pending, 
and I hope the debate upon it will continue until | 
it is voted upon, either adopted or rejected. The 


_THE 


|| away and taking up the business of the session; 


| ject is finally acted upon. I have no objection to 


|| a subject of the gravest importance, and upon it 


infraction of the Constitution, however attended 





) and pay adulation and homage to him who sits 
| thereon do not invoke this great, potent magic of | 





| 


and he asks us not to make speeches upon this 
bill and prevent the business of the Senate going 
on, as if this were not business. Sir, there never 
was before any deliberative body a more import- 
ant bill than the one under consideration, and I 
hope the debate on it will continue until the sub- 




















the length of time occupied by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Michigan, or any other Senator. It is 


depends the very perpetuity of our institutions, 
because itis to secure free ballot to the people. 
I do not think there ever was or ever will be be- 
fore a deliberative body a question of graver im- 
port than this. It is business, and business of 
the greatest moment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Kansas to 
postpone the pending bill until to-morrow. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. The course suggested 
by me, with the consent of the Senator from Del- 
aware, is the identical course pursued toward the 
Senator from Michigan yesterday. I think it un- 
just to the Senator from Delaware to compel him 
to go on at this hour, and I think the postpone- 
ment is a proper courtesy which we ought to ex- 
tend to him. 

The motion to postpone was not agreed to. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, in re- 
sponse to the remark of the Senator from Illinois 
that he would not allow or permit the Senator 
from Delaware or any other Senator to occupy 
the time of the Senate in making political speeches 
when grave matters of legislation were before the 
body, fet me say to that Senator that the Senator 
from Delaware has neither asked him to permit nor 
to allow. The Senator from Delaware does not 
ask for authority from any such source for the 
course he may see fit to pursue here. 

Mr. President, the Senator from Michigan put 
the right of the military to interfere with elections 
in the States upon the ground that we are en- 
gaged in civil war. The proposition that we are 
engaged in civil war I shall not deny, for when 
others were calling it simply a little sedition or 
insurrection, | in my place in the Senate pro- 
claimed that it was not only a civil war but a 
great civil war, and that the controversy must be 
governed by those grave rules of the modern law 
of nations which applied to civil wars through- 
out the civilized world and among all Christian 
people. That was then considered a heresy, and 
it was said that the difficulty was nothing but a 
little sedition or insurrection that was to be sup- 
pressed by seventy-five thousand men in sixty or 
in ninety days; but lo and behold ! men who then 
scouted the idea that this controversy was of suf- 
ficient magnitude to amount to a civil war, who 
said it was nothing but a little sedition down South 
and to be suppressed in sixty or in ninety days, 
have woke up at last to the great and important 
fact that when a million and a half of men on the 
one side and seven hundred thousand or eight 
hundred thousand on the other meet in the deadly 
conflict of battle it is something more than a se- 
dition or insurrection; and I congratulate them 
upon the correctness of the perception, however 
slow in its operation, which has at last admitted 
this great truth. 

The argument of the Senator from Michigan is 
thatthe right ofthe military to intervene with refer- 
ence to theelections of the States—mark you,| shall 
confine my remarks simply to States professedly 
and knowingly within the Gaisw-ceukets because 
it isabelligerentright. The principle to govern 
its exercise has no other authority, even by the 
admission of the Senator from Michigan himself, 
than that authority which upon all occasions is 
invoked in this Chamber and by this Administra- 
tion and the party in press the authority of 
** necessity;’’ a word which, when applied here- 
after, when the mind of the people of this coun- 
try shall become steady, and when reason shall 
have resumed its throne and passion shall have 
died away, will not only be scouted, but the use 
of which in these days will then be deeply re- 
gretted, because no usurpation, however great, no 


with disastrous consequences, can be perpetrated 
that those who hang around the throne of power 


Senator from Illinois speaks of putting this bill || ‘* necessity.” 
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The Senator says that we are engaged in ciy 
- ivi 


war, and that you cannot draw |i i 
belligerents, that they are commincieg west 
and he cites the authority of the Supre Ogether, 
of the United States to sustain ae na Cour 
courts over the country now are decidip. 
this controversy is confined to locality - ther 
am told it has been recently decided in th = 
of New York that if a man has his Rint State 
the State of Virginia he cannot sue in eat - 
of New York, because he is to be revarde rourta 
enemy; and at least two judges of your § 
Court have declared themselves alien ene 
a decision which they made declari 
siding in southern States out of th 
an enemy’s country. Therefore, 
to the een of the Senator, 
judicial decisions of the countr 
controversy local on both sides 
that the honorable Senator has 
in the adhering States of this U 
a portion of the public enemy a 
are to exercise a belligerent right, is only brough. 
forward in this case to support the unwarranted 
and unconstitutional exercise of power by this 
Administration. ¢ 

But, sir, let me ask the honorable Sep 
let me ask this Administration, if they ever listen 
to an honest question, let me ask the intelligent 
men of this country, who has given toa General 
Schenck, or a General Burnside, or to the Pras). 
dent of the United States, without a resort to the 
legal tribunals of the country for a determination 
of that question, the right to decide that any citi. 
zen of my State is an enemy against whom belli- 
gerent rights are to be exercised, and against 
whose constitutional rights under his State the 
military power of this country is to be invoked? 
Whence do they derive their power? Not from 
this document to which the Senator even alluded 
not from any law, Federal or State; but simply 
frem the exercise of their own omnipotent will 
Hasitcometothis, sir? Are the monstrous prin- 
ciples upon which this Administration acts in refer. 
ence to the government of this country to be car. 
ried to such an extent that the question whether 
I am a public enemy of my country, or whether 
the Senator from Michigan is a public enemy of 
his country, and not entitled to any of the pro- 
visions of this written charter of our liberties, is 
dependent, not upon the charter, not upon Federal 
law or State law, but upon the will of the man 
who for the time exercises the functions of Pres- 
ident of the United States? Has it gone still fur- 
ther, and is the great question, who isa public 
enemy and who acitizen and inhabitantand friend 
of his country and the Constitution of his coun- 
try, to be decided by the subordinate even of sub- 
ordinates?) And has American liberty no higher 
sanction, no greater nor nobler guarantee than the 
mere will of some one who yesterday was naught, 
but to-day struts upon the boards with epaulets 
upon his shoulders, and chooses to domineer over 
a down-trodden and defenseless people? If that 
be the only liberty to which the descendants of 
the once proud freemen of this country are entt- 
tled, if that be the only liberty which we are to 
transmit to future ages, to our children and our 
children’s children, then, sir, were all the noble 
aspirations of the past a delusion; then were the 
labors of our fathers worse than naught; then was 
every drop of blood shed in our revolaten] 
struggle vainly shed; and then have the people 
this country for the last seventy-five years beet 
delusively dreaming a lie. 

No, sir; that liberty achieved for us by 
fathers, that liberty guarantied in this Constitu- 
tion, that liberty of which we have boasted in the 
past, that liberty which all of us have ourselves 
in time pastenjoyed, has a nobler and greater on 
more sacred guarantee than that; and let me a 
the Senator, however the passions of the od 
dened hour may delude him and others, the “e 
will yet come in the providence of God whent : 
sons of the United States of America will rs . 
and vindicate their birthright, and assert before 
world, peaceably assert if they can, but yet ae 
even forcibly if they must, and triumphant dt 
sert, that ancient liberty which their es 
joyed, and will spurn and scoff. this ae era 

coal worse than useless liberty which the 
would tell us only has been our er taiel 
Mr. President, did it not occur to the legs’ 
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questions involved in the measure 
to the grave .! Senate that consequences might 
now be oF the premises which he laid down, from 
enh which he was making, from the 
the are which he was ee, _ might 
or uefcedom, the personal enfety of every 
rende oman, and child in the adhering States 
— a worthless and a thing of naught? 
— cir, we are intimes of revolution. Heisa 
so ‘vho, amid such scenes as those through 
wise man re now passing, can keep his intellect 
which we heart unimpassioned. But, sir, history 
cool ae pean up through hundreds of years; 
ee ‘ great lesson. If no other considera- 
ao ould operate upon the mind of the Senator, 
om l e who entertain views similar to his, I 
- id think that sometimes, in the quietude of 
= in the seclusion of home, when dark- 
a and silence are all around, the voice of that 
aan would whisper in his ear, teaching him 
id instructing him of this fact, that although, 
z he first moments of revolution, and of the op- 
at - of a successful party, those who advo- 
cate and support a departure from fundamental 
principles, and therefore, for the time being, are 
secure, may yet, in the turn of the wheel of for- 
tune, become the very objects and subjects of that 
oppression which they have inaugurated, and 
asainst which others raised their warning voices. 
it ig no new drama, sir, that we are enacting. 
The pathway of the past 1s illuminated at every 
step, and teaches us the great lesson that those 
who inaugurate and justify oppression, under the 
operation of that retributive law of justice and of 
God which sooner or later will vindicate itself 
and set all things even, become the subjects of 
their own arbitrary doctrines. Who was it, sir, 
in the days of the French Revolution that came to 
the block? Those who inaugurated and justified 
oppression. 1 trust that the day may never come 
in the history of this people when a similar visit- 
ation may come upon those who upon all occa- 
sione justify oppression, for I know of no man 
and no body of men and no political party in this 
country against whom, even when their teachings 
shall be discovered to be unwise, when their pol- 
icy shall be overruled, and when men of differ- 
ent sentiments and opinions shall be installed in 
power, that | would have to be injured even to 
ihe smallest hair of his head. But, sir, God sits 
in heaven; his laws are immutable, justice is im- 
mutable,and that which a man sows, says God’s 
word, he shall also reap, 
| said, Mr. President, thatthe only justification 
for the interference by Federal authority through 
is military in a State was upon application made 
by the Governor of the State when the Legisla- 
lure thereof was not in session, or by the Legis- 
latarewhen in session. The Senator from Michi- 
gan has said ow this occasion what has frequently 
been said before, that he can see nothing, or very 
little at least, in the action ofthe military within 
the States which is reprehensible. He assumes 
that whatever has been done has been done from 
atriotic motives and considerations. Although 
leas somewhat warmly and feelingly snecallyp 
Upon a subject in which | take interest, f willsay 
frankly that it is more charitable to think with the 
Senator from Michigan, if the facts involved in 
thecase will allow you to entertain such a chari- 
table opinion. For myself, I have no idea that this 
military interference with the elections in the ad- 
‘ring States of the Union has been prompted by 
reese eee or any desire what- 
‘tT to preserve the Union or to regard the con- 
neo rights of the people. I Baltes that it 
*s resulted and resulted alone from a desire to 
cone power in the hands of those 
a the fat ave it, and to give to them the control 
“ _ ure over the destinies of this people; and 
adberi 7 ue not willing that the people of the 
athe ‘ates, in which there. has been not one 
ederal Governnrent by | sere aikwenie skeet 
orce since the commence- 
hone sora elon shall be trusted with 
he judgment or - their rights as citizens, lest 
policy of the of that people should be against the 
Petuation of ioe Uisthoaene E prey Yr eg 
eee n the future. The 
of teetutional acts of this Administration and 
seal ee in power are a sufficient and con- 
warrant for the expression of this opinion. 
to my State, and I do not 


‘ ¢ Senator alluded 
pose to say anything in reference to the other 
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States to which he referred. 
in reference to the State of Kentucky. She has 
two noble champions upon this floor perfectly 
able and always willing to defend her rights and 
the rights of her people. I shall say nothing in 
reference to the State of Maryland, because her 
distinguished Senator [Mr. Jonnson] is perfectly 
competent, as is known to the Senate and to the 
coer to vindicate her here and before the coun- 
try. I shall therefore confine what I have tosay 
to the fact of military interference in my own 
State as evidencing the necessity for the passage 
of the bill now under consideration. 

Mr. POWELL. If the Senator from Delaware 
will allow me, I will move that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Delaware yield to the Senator from 
Kentucky ? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I make no application 
fowan adjournment, but I yield for the motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Ifthat motion be waived for 
a moment, I move that when the Senate adjourns 
to-day it adjourn to meet on Monday next. To- 
morrow is Good Friday. 

Mr. POWELL. To-morrow is Good Friday, 
and I think every good Christian ought to ad- 
journ on that day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER put the question, 
and declared that there was no quorum voting. 

Mr. CLARK. I suppose then it is not com- 
petent for us to do any business. 

Mr. POWELL. Did I understand the Chair 
| to announce that the motion to adjourn to Mon- 

day was not agreed to? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
has not announced the vote except simply to de- 
clare that a quorum has not voted. 

Mr. POWELL. It does not require a quorum 
to adjourn. 

Mr. CLARK. But it does to adjourn over. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. [I ask for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to adjourn to Monday. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and taken 
with the following result: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Buckalew, Carlile,“Conness, 
Foster, Harris, Henderson, Howard, Johnson, Morgan, 
re Ramsey, Riddle, Saulsbury, Van Winkle, and Wil- 
cy— 16. 

NAYS—Mesers: Chandler, Clark, Doolittle, Foot, Har- 
lan, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Morrill, Pomeroy, 
Sumner, Ten Eyck, ‘Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wil- 
son—15. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is not 
a quorum voting. 

Mr. FOOT. There isevidently no probability 
of securing the presence of a quorum, and I there- 
fore move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, March 24, 1864. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 


co Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuanninea. 
he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


COMMITTEE ON THE CONDUCT OF THE WAR. 


Mr. LOAN. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to take up from the Speaker’s table the 
joint resolution No. 37, for the payment of ex- 
penses incurred by the joint committee on the con- 
duct of the war. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let it be read. 

The joint resolution was read, 
Mr. HARRINGTON. I object. 


ISSUE OF A REGISTER. 


Mr.WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
hand Senate bill No. 31, authorizin 
a register to the steamer Mohawk. | am directed 
to report it back by the Committee on Commerce 
with anamendment, It isa bill in which the gen- 
| tleman from Michigan (Mr. Upson] is interested, 
| and is in relation to the issuing of a register to a 
Canadian-built steamer. 

There being no objection, the bill was reported 
back from the Committee on Commerce. 

The bill,which was read, merely authorizes the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue an American 
register to the Canadian-built steamer Mohawk. 


I holdin my 
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I shall say nothing | sel, and I am therefore directed to offer the fol- 


lowing amendment: 


Provided, That nothing herein contained shall in any 


wise affect any legal proceedings now pending in regard te 
the said steamer Mohawk. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill,as amended, wasthen ordered to athird 
reading; and it wasaccordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill was passed; 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr.STEVENS. I desire to have one or two 
bills taken from the Speaker’s table, and referred. 
Mr. CHANLER, I object. 


AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. BLAINE, by unanimous consent, submit- 
ted the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of proposing an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, by striking out the 
fifth clause of section nine, article one, which forbids the 
levying of a tax on articles exported from any State. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN THE WEST. 


Mr. WILSON, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back 
bill of the House No. 306, to caesead a act en- 
titled ** An act prescribing the times and places of 
holding the terms of the circuit courts for the dis- 
trict of lowa, Minnesota, and Kansas,’’ approved 
January 13, 1863. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WILSON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


POLICE OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill supplementary to an act entitled 
**An act to amegd an act to create a metropolitan 
police department of the District of Columbia, 
and to establish a police therefor,”’ approved July 
16, 1862, and for other purposes; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. I would like to have 
the bill printed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It is not 
customary to print bills before they are reported 
back, and therefore I must object, 


WILLIAM WHEELER HUBBELL. 


Mr. MOORHEAD, by unanimous consent, 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported a 
joint resolution relative to the claim for letters 
patent of William Wheeler Hubbell; which was 
read a first and second time, ordered to be printed, 
and recommitted to the same committee. 


INVALID PENSIONS. 
Mr. WHALEY, from the Committee on In- 


valid Pensions, reported a bill supplementary to 
an act entitled ‘*An act to grant pensions,’’ ap- 
proved July 14, 1862; which was read a first and 
second time, ordered to be printed, and recom- 
mitted to the same committee, with privilege to 
report at any time. 


DIPLOMATIC, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. KASSON, by unanimous consent, moved 
to take from the Speaker’s table Senate amend- 


the Government for the year ending June 30, 
1565, and to refer them to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

The motion was agreed to, 


FOREIGN COINS, ETC. 


Mr. KASSON, by unanimous consent, also 
moved to take from the Speaker’s table Senate 
bill No. 183, in amendment of an act entitled 
‘An act relating to foreign coins and the coinage 
of cents at the Mint of the United States,’’ ap- 
proved February 21, 1857; which was read a first 


r. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It seemsfrom || and second time, and referred to the Committee 
an examination of eee in the case that there 
ings in regard to this ves- 


on a Uniform System of Coinage, Weights, and 
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AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES. 


Mr CLAY | ask the unanimous consent of 
the louse for leave to report back from the Com- 
mitte Arriculture Senate bill No. 12, extend- 
ine t 1 within which the States and Terri- 
tor } y act t the grant of lands made by the 

tentitled “*An act donating pul lic lands to the 

ral Statesand Territories which may provide 
colleves for the benefit of agriculture and the me- 
chanic arts,’’ approved July 2, 1862. 

Mr. hOLMAN. 1 ject, unless I can hav 
an opportunity to move amendment permitting 
Indiana to appropriate the lands she is entitled to 
for cert pus ses. Otherwise I must object. 

Mr. CLAY. Lam instructed unanimously to 
report that bill back, with the recommendation 
that itdo pass. ° 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Let the bill 
be read. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

Mr. HIOLMAN. Lobject unless I am allowed 
to move the amendment | have indicated. I have 
had the ibject referred ina different form to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. CLAY. This bill comes from the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I presumed the Committce 
on Public Lands would have reported upon it be- 
fore 
ileman leave to report his bill back to-morrow in 
the morning hour. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


tie 


this time. Il ask the House to give the gen- 


What will 
be 
In and it gives rise to de bate ? 

The SPEAKER. It will occupy the time until 
disposed of, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


vent 


condition 


It will pre- 
other committees from reporting, and | ob- 
ect. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana 
proposes that the gentleman from Kentucky shall 
the privilege to report the bill back to-mor- 
row, which is private bill day. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
ect to that, 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
that I shall have an opportunity to submit the 
amendment I have indicated. 

Mr. PRUYN. Ialso have an amendment to 

1 


suomit, 


have 


[ do not ob- 


There was no objection; and it was ordered 
accordh rly. 
MRS. MARY E. HAZZARD. 
Mr. SCHENCK. 1 move thatthe Committee 


on Military Affairs be discharged from the far- 
ther consideration of the bill for the relief of Mrs. 
Mary KE. Hazzard, and that it be referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

The SPEAKER. That was done some days 
ago on motion of the gentleman from Indiana, 
{Mr. Dumonr.] 


SCHOOLS FOR NEGROES. 


Mr. SCHENCK. 1 movethat the Committee 
on Military Affairs be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petiuon of J. D. Ray, 
relative to schoo! 
and that it be re 
the rebe 


™) : 
ahe mowuon Was ag 


s for negroes, confiscation, &c., 


ferred to the select committee on 
llious States. 


ree d to. 


MILITARY ROAD IN IDAHO. 


Mr. SCHENCK moved to discharge the Com- | 


mittee on Military Affairs from the further con- 
sideration of the memorial of the Legislative As- 
sembly of Idaho Territory for a military road 
connecting the navigable waters of Missouri and 
Columbia rivers, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


NEW ROAD FROM WASHINGTON TO NEW YORK. 
Mr. SCHENCK moved that the Committee 
on Military Affairs be discharged from the further 


consideration of the petition of citizens of Phil- 

adeiphia for increased facilities for the transpor- 

tauen of mails, passengers, and freight between 

New York and Washington, and that it be 

ferred to the select committee on the subject, 
The motion was agreed to. 


re- 


EXCUSED FROM SERVICE ON COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SCHENCK. 


Mr. Speaker, some time 
Bince a 


special committee was raised to consider 


of the bill if it isallowed to come | 


2 uniform system of coins, weights, and meas- 
ures, and the Chair did me the honor to appoint 
me a member of that comniittee. But I find that 
the pressure of business upon me as chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs prevents the 
possibility of my paying proper attention to this 
other committee. I therefore ask to be excused 
from service on the special committee. 

Mr. Scnenck was excused; and Mr. Stepsins 
was appointed in his place. 


Mr. WADSWORTH. 


Public Lands. Iam on two other committees, 
and find the duties too onerous. 
Mr. Wapsworrn was excused; and Mr. Daw- 
sON was appointed in his place. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Mr. WADSWORTH asked and obtained leave 


of absence for two weeks for Mr. Biatrn, of West | 


Virginia. 
EDUCATION OF NAVAL CONSTRUCTORS. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, by unanimous 
consent, reported back from the Committce on 
Naval Affairs a bill (H. R. No. 353) to provide for 
the education of naval constructors and engineers 
at the Naval Academy, and for other purposes; 
which was recommitted, and ordered to be printed. 


NATIONAL ARMORY. 


Mr. CRAVENS, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented a memorial from the mayor and common 


council of Jeffersonville, on the question of a na- | 


tional armory; which was referred to the special 
committee on that subject. 
RAILROADS TO NEW YORK. 
TheSPEAKER stated the regular order of busi- 
ness to be the consideration of reports from com- 


mittees, under which the House would resume the | 


consideration of Liouse bill No. 307, in regard to 


|| the Raritan and Delaware Bay Railroad Compa- 


And with the understanding | 


| has charge of this bill that a vote shall not be | 


ny, on which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Pen- 
DLETON] was entitled to the floor. 


Mr. PENDLETON. — Lunderstand thatanar- 
rangement has been made by the gentleman who 


|| taken upon it ull next week, or some future time. 


| 
i] 


i} 
' 


If that be so, 1 suggest that the bill be postponed 
to the day fixed, and made the special order after 
the morning hour. | understand there are a num- 


| ber of gentlemen who desire to speak on the bill, 


and it will certainly facilitate business, ant’ not 
block up reports of committees, to have it take 
that course. I suggest, if it be agreeable, rhat it 
be postponed till to-morrow two weeks and made 
a special order after the morning hour. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object to 
its being made a special order. 

The SPEAKER. There are two postpone- 


| ments alread y—the one the bill to grant to certain 


States a republican form of government, which is 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. Speaker, I desire | 
to be excused from serving on the Committee on | 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





March 24 


they were prepared to speak on this sy! 


ine 2 . ject d r 
| ing the morning hour, and then to have ii 


| thereby depriving it of the place it already o, 


course in the regular order of business ~ 
House. I made an arrangement yester 
gentlemen on both sides—those Seno oe 
bill and those opposed to the bili—that I ; 
not move the previous question this morning a 
I did not anticipate that a motion to anks dg 
would be introduced, thus denying jt the... 
dence which it already has in the morning | el 

Now, I am perfeetly willing to £0 He 


yesterday y 
in , 


time and discuss the bill during the morning |. 
or, if it can be done without prejudice teins, " 
tion, l am willing to postpone it until the fas nq 
when itmay come up in the regular order of hy,’ 


ness. I must, however, certainly decline t 


. ° PCC de 
to the postponement of the bill for a fori... 


’ 





}- 


~ ™ 
pies on the Calendar. 
I had supposed the gentleman from Oj »W 
. was : 'Y Was 
ready to go on with a discussion of the )jjj 
morning. Other gentlemen had intimated to , 
that they were ready to go on with the diseussio, 
this morning, and if that be the case | am 


; ; Willing 
that the discussion shall proceed during the aie 
| ing hour; but I am, as I said, strenuously op. 

»0sed to its postponement fora fortnight © ' 





| bill, had pestponed taking a final vote uy, 
| until some day next week. 


Mr. PENDLETON. My object was not to 
place the bill in any worse position in resp et “ 
precedence than it now occupies; but the propos. 
tion I made was made because | understood ai 
eral gentlemen wished to be heard on this bill, a 


because I understood ‘the gentleman from Cop. 
necticut, [Mr. Deminc,] who has charge of | 


ume 


{ 


I therefore pro; he 
that the bill should be postponed until such day 
as the gentleman from Connecticut had determ- 
ined for taking the vote upon it, and then t 


| low the debate to go on until the debate should 
| become exhausted, and then let the vote be taken 


I will not, however, press the motion against the 
wishes of the gentleman who has charge of the 
bill. 

Mr. DEMING, 


I will state again that I have 


| made no arrangements in reference to this bilfex- 





made the special order after the bank bill shall || 


have been disposed of; also the bill in relation to 


| unemployed Army officers, which is postponed 


till April 6 and made a special order. 

Mr. PENDLETON. 1 have no choice as to 
the day. My proposition is only to facilitate 
business. I hope the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
Wasnsurne]} wilb not object to its being made a 


| special order for some future day; any that will 


be convenient to the gentleman who has charge 
of the billand to the House. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. My objec- 


tion is to its be.ng made a special order after the || 


morning hour. The Committee on Commerce, 


of which I have the honor to be chairman, has a | 


vast amount of business before it, and | do not 
see any prospect of that committee being called, 
unless we adhere more stricUy to the rules of the 
Houce, 

Mr. PENDLETON. 


I have no disposition to 


| have it made a special order if the gentleman who 
| has charge of the bill does not desire it. 


I move 
to postpone it generally ullto-morrow two weeks 
after the morning hour. 

Mr.STEVENS. Unless there is some special 
reason for the contrary I hope we will goon with 
this bill, and clear the track. 

Mr. DEMING, Mr. Speaker, I certainly must 
object seriously to the postponement of this bill 
in the manner indicated by the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Pexp.eton.} 
morning to hear gentlemen who intimated that 


We were prepare:l this | 


| it to-day. 


cept, for the accommodation of gentlemen who are 
opposed to the billand also those who are in favor 
of the bill, that the vote should not be called upon 
I feel honorably bound to adhere to 
thatarrangement. I could not do otherwise with 
out a violation of my honor and without a breach 
of good faith, for upon that assurance gentlemen 
who are in favor of the bill as well as gentlemen 
opposed to it are not now in the House. 

lied to ask the Speaker, if the bill goes over 
now, when it will again come up in the regular 
order of business. 

The SPEAKER. If the morning hour is con- 
sumed in the discussion of the bill, it will come 
up 4n the regular order of business in the morning 
hour on Tuesday next, unless business should 
intervene to take precedence of it. If the bull 


|| which has been postponed and made a special 


order for Monday after the morning hour—the 
ship canal bill—is not disposed of on that day t 
will come up on Tuesday as unfinished business 
and would take precedence of this bill. Other- 
wise this bill would come up on Tuesday next 
in the morning hour. 

Mr. DEMING. Then ifthe discussion goes 
on to-day during the morning hour, will the bul 
come up again on Tuesday? 

The SPEAKER. It will, except in the cot 
tingency the Chair has stated. . 

Mr. DEMING. So I supposed, and I there- 


fore proposed that the debate should go on; 


| I understand now that the gentleman isnot ready 
| to go on at this time. 


Mr. PENDLETON. I did not say that! was 
not ready to goon, Lam ready. | ae 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that’ 
this bill goes over now by unanimous conses 
until Tuesday, the call of committees may = 
be proceeded with during the morning hour. 
Mr.STEVENS. I cannot give consent (osy 


; think 
further interruption of the regular order. I 


_we had better go on in order. 


Mr. DEMING. I am perfectly ready to 9% 
with it, 


Mr. BROOMALL. 


If the gentleman 're® 


'| Ohio who is entitled to the floor is not reacy ” 


go on to-day, I desire to submitsome remarks 00 


the bill to-day. 
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M PENDLETON. I will yield to the gen- 
Does the gentleman yield a 


ema -AKER 
rie SPEAKER. yie 
. or does he yield uncondition- 


“his time, 


DENDLETGON. I yield unconditionally, 

PE he able to obtain the floor again 

bee the vote is taken. . 

The SPEAK ER. That will depend upon the 
nating of spee ches. 

\I.. BROOMALL. 


nactment, for reasons which I will now 


Af 


ing | will 


seq t . 

‘yor to make as plain to the Houseas I can. 
j ort Ae e * : 
. narties asking for this legislation are the 


wien and Auantie Railroad Company and the 
tan and Delaware Bay Railroad Company. 
W ri they ask is, in effect, that Congress should 
cot anamendment to theircharters, granted by 
iateof New Jersey. 

The Legislature of New Jersey, in 1852, char- 
she Camdenand Atlantic Railroad Company, 
eto runa road from Camden, opposite 
sia, eastward to the ocean, at Atlantic 


tor 


ty 
pul 


with pow 


P 


delpl 
In 1854 the same body chartered the Raritan 
i Delaware Bay Railroad Company, with power 
ran a road from Sandy Hook bay, near New 
y a city, southward to the Delaware bay, at 
fone May. This second road crosses the first 
arlyatrightangles. After the second com- 

oy had run its road a part of the way south- 
toward Cape May tt formed a connection 


whru t 


with the road which it was intended to cross at 


© 


road from Camden to the bay opposite New York, 
nd commenced, as I understand it, to carry 
and gassengers in opposition to the Cam- 
len and Amboy railroad. 
boy Ra road Company, having until 1869 theex- 
clusive right to certain transportation across New 
Jersey, objected to this, and the question came 
fore the courts of New Jersey—the proper 
tribunals to decide what the powers of those two 
roads were under their charters—and on the 3d of 
‘ebruary last the chancellor of New Jersey, the 
chest judicial power in the State, as | understand 
‘, decided that these roads could not thus form a 

ection dnd make an air line between New 
Yorkand Philadelphia in the shape of one’s elbow 
when very much crooked. 

That decision was made on the 3d of February 
ist, and within a month of that time a bill was 
reported to this House, the object of which is to 
correct what gentlemen here suppose to be blun- 
dering New Jersey legislation. 

Either the decision of the chancellor was final 
or there is a higher court to which this company 
can take the question and have it adjudicated. If 
it isfinal, then all the rights which these two com- 
panies obtained from the Legislature of New Jer- 
sey are What they are decided to be by the chan- 
cellor; and that is the law of New Jersey. If it 
is not final, these companies have the opportunity 
to take the question further and ascertain what 
their rights are, 

_ Bat instead of doing that they choose to come 
here and ask us to enact an amendment to their 
charter. That is a plain, simple statement of the 
matter, Weare now either asked to entertain 


an appe 


froielyt 





1 
} 
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The Camden and Am- | 


al from the highest court in the State of | 


it 
1] 


I am opposed to this pro- | 


tangles,and thereby made a continuous rail- | 


New Jersey upon the question of chartered priv- | 
‘ges to companies the creatures of the Legisla- || 


ture of New Jersey, or we are asked to enact an 
tmendment to their charter, and in either case I 
sed to this whole business. 

tis said, with very great truth, that we have 
ce night tomake military and post roads through 
“tates, and to reg 


am Oppose 


Sary te arr ° 
nal ‘0 carry out the powers vested in us by the 
2Ssttadion, and that without regard t »whatany 


tcular State may want or object to. But it 


just be 
under on 


usin using the power 


to enact this tegislation. I 

‘ve no doubt o 

milit Th 

1 ae a across any partof the United States; 
“Ave nodo 

roads, already “ys 

lame already made, as military roads; I have no 

ries of the right of Congress to provide post 

‘ e ) 

. j and either make them anew or adopt those 
a) xisting; and I have no doubt of the power 

~Ongress to re 

Statee, 


gulate commerce between the | 


ind ulate commerce, and | have no | 
“ind of doubt of our right to do all that is neces- | 


} . ‘ . 
Sorne in mind that our rights must come | 
¢ of these three heads in order to justify | 


f the power of Congress to make | 


ubtof the powerof Congress toadopt | 


Now, let us see whether the legislation asked 
for comes within either of these three heads. 
it pretended that this road is necessary for mili- 


| tary purposes? Is it pretended that the Govern- 


mentof the United States needs a more direct mode 
of transporting troaps between New York and 
Philadelphia than the straight-line road? If itis, 
in answer to that [ will say, without this legisla- 


| tion these roads are military roads by the law of 


the land. By the first s ction of the act of Jan- 


Is | 


uary 1, 1862, any railroad in the United States, | 


either made then or to be made hereafter, may, 
without further legislation, be taken asa military 


| road at any time when the President of the Uni- 


ted States thinks necessary to do so, 


That nower | 


has been exercised in respect to many of the rail- 


roads in the United States, and it may be used in 


respect to these reads whenever it shall become | 


necessary. 


There is, therefore, no military necessity for | 


the act which is now being asked of us. 
to my mind is clear, and any gentleman who will 
look at the act of 1862and see the general powers 
conferred upon the President of the United States 


| to take railroads anywhere for military purposes, 


| the Military Committee of this body. 


will see that this enactment is not needed for any 
such purpose, 

Itisremarkable, too, that this reportcomes from 
Does not 


| that committee Know that these roads are already 


| military roads? 
i; have had nothing to do with this bill, but should 


| stitutional limits. 


If so, that committee should 


have done as was done with other matters this 
morning, asked its reference to some other com- 
mittee, say the Committee on Post Roads, for 
example. 

jut the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, when taking up this bill, would have 


found themselves very much in the predicament | 


of the Military Committee, because they, too, 
would have found that no legislation is necessary 
to make these roads post roads. They are made 
so by the act of July 7, 1838. 


That | 


The second sec- | 


tion of that act authorizes the Post Office Depart- | 


ment to take any railroad, either then built or 


thereafter to be built, without any further legis- | 
lation whatever, as post routes; so that the Com- | 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads would | 


have had to return the bill to the House and ask 
its reference to some other select or standing com- 
mittee. 

My colleague (Mr. Wituiams] suggests the 
next reference would have been to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and I will grant there would 
have been some sense in that. But I deny the 
propriety of any other committee meddling in this 
business atall. It looks to me supremely ridic- 
ulous for either the Military Committee or the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads to 


have anything to do with it or make any report | 


upon it, because, as I have already shown by 
legislation which exists, and to which L have re- 


ferred, there is no military necessity and no postal 


{| necessity for any such enactment. 


Now, what would my colleague’s Committee 


on Commerce have done with this matter? If 
there is a commercial necessity for doing this, I 
will grant that we have a right to do it, although 
if there is such commercial necessity, | want to 
know why we should take this circuitous route 
rather than a direct one? [am not apt to limit 
the powers of Congress within very narrow con- 
I have grown to be,of late 


years almost afraid to say that Congress has not | 


the constitutional power to do any given thing, 
for fear those to whom I am talking might look 
me in the face to see what metallic symptoms 
might be there. But I will say this, and I say it 
without fear of contradiction, that Congress has 


| noright or power under the Constitution to make 


two lines of a triangle taken together shorter than 


| the third; Congress has no right to make a straight 


line between New York and Philadelphia which 
shalltakein Cape May. [Laughter.] Congress 
has no constitutional right to do anything which 
would render this body more ridiculous than it 
has been sometimes heretofore. 

When I first came here a proposition coming 
from my own State, and from various other quar- 
ters, was presenta] for a great national railroad 
between New Yerk and Washington. At first 
I was taken with the idea, but from some doubts 
ebout the propriety of our exercising the power 
at this time I voted, I confess, against it. Con- 
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sideration of the matter since has, however, led 
me to asomewhat opposite conclusion; and when 
that question comes up before us | am not pre- 
pared to say that I shall not be in favor of if. It 
would be a grand scheme to lay a great pational 
road with four.tracks abreast between New York 
and Washington; and lam willing to admit can- 
didly thatit will be a still erander scheme,in my 
judgment, inasmuch as it must run through my 
district, unless Congress should take it upon itself 
to make an “air line’’ round us by way of Pitts- 
burgh or Erie. [Laughter.] 

I am the more pleased with the idea of a great 
national road, inasmuch as there exist in my own 
district about fifty miles of the road which the 
Government would require already built. I al- 
lude to that portion ofthe West Chester direct road 
and the Baltimore Central road, extending all the 
way from Philadelphia in a direct line toward Bal- 
timore, almost to the Susquehanna, through a 
country second in prodactiveness to none in the 
world, and densely populated by a thriving, in- 
dustrious, and highly educated people. I say 
that the idea is a grand one; and when the ques- 
tion comes up it#will require very considerabie 
consideration. 

But when the thing melts down, wilts down, 
fizzles down, if you willallow the expression, into 
a mere squabble between two New Terese corpo- 
rations, it looks to me as if the Congress of the 


| United States had stepped down about a half a 


| company out of two old ones. 


dozen steps beneath its dignity in taking any 
part in the quarrel. 

Mr. Speaker, what will those gentlemen who, 
with myself, are pleased with the idea of a great 
national road from New York to Washington, 
say to this beginning? You start at New York 
and run almost to Cape May, then you turn at 
right angles and run to Philadelphia, and where 
you will go then with your air line it is impossi- 
ble for metosay. Butit does strike me that Con- 
gress only raises up another opposition to this 
grand air line between, Washington and New 
York when it creates this additional new railroad 
Gentlemen may 
expect the report of the committee on an air line 
to be met by the opposition of this elbow line 
which it is now proposed to create, as well as by 
that of the Camden and Amboy line. These cor- 
porations are creatures of the New Jersey Legis 
lature. Itis asked that we shal] extend their 
powers. Is it not remarkable that New Jersey 
corporations, existing only by virtue of New Jer- 
sey laws, when they get from the New Jersey 
Legislature all the privileges they can, should 


| come here and ask us to give them more? 


Now, suppose we were to pass this act, what 
will these corporations be then? Will the 
New Jersey corporations? Ido not know. 
they be United States corporations? Ido not 
know. It strikes me that their character will be 
much more amphibious than some other things 
which are inthe habit of being pronounced so on 
this floor. In what courts would you proceed 
against these corporations? In the courts of New 
Jersey? If so the corporations would say, ** We 
get our powers from the Congress of the United 
States.”’ If you proceed against them in the courts 
of the United States they will say, ‘* We are crea- 
tures of the Legislature of NewJersey.”’ How 
will you hold them to their duty? Will they not 
be something new in the history of corporations? 

Sut again, I have said they derive their very 
existence from the Legislature of New Jersey. 
Let that Legislature withdraw their privileges, as 
it can do to-morrow, by repealipg their charters, 
and what becomes of them then? There is then 
no Raritan and Delaware Bay Railroad Company. 
There is then no Atlantic and Camden Railroad 
Company. What then becomes of our legisla- 
tion? The people of New Jersey, the Camden 
and Amboy Railroad Company, and the world 
will laugh at us for our folly. If we want a cor- 
oration, let us have one of our own making. 
et us, if you please, have a corporation to make 
a road from Washington to New York; but let 
it be our corporation, amenable to our laws, with 
a charter subject to modification and repeal here, 
and notinany State Legislature. Letusnot mix 
up jurisdictions in the ridiculous way in which it 
seems to me this bill proposes to mix up those of 
New Jersey and the United States. 

I havé heard it said, on many occasions, that 
the Camden and Amboy Railroad Company is 


be 


Vill 


s 
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behaving badly to all the rest of the people of the 
United States. Itis very possible. Railroad com- 
wanies havenhabitof doing that. It is not pecu- 
= to the Camden and Amboy Railroad Com- 
pany. But the Camden and Amboy Railroad 
Company is not ourcreature. We have nothing 
to do with it. Wecan take possession of its road 
for military purposes whenever we choose. We 


can take possession of its road for postal purposes, | 


as far as is necessary, whenever we choose; but 
we have nothing to do withthe corporation. We 
cannot sit in judgment upon it, and say that it has 
or has notexercised the powers given to it. This 
monopoly, which is so much decried here, will 
expire in five years from this time; and for that 


five years we are asked to do this unwarranted 


and unprecedented folly. 
But how far has the Camdenand Amboy Rail- 


road Company injured the rest of mankind? I | 


am told that the through traveling between New 
York and Philadelphia, on the Camden and Am- 


boy railroad, is as cheapas on any distance of the || 


like length between New York and Washington. 
Is that so? I am tolditis. I believe the railroads 
in my own State are not cheaper in the transpor- 
tation of freight, merchandise, and passengers than 
this road. So that after all the complaints I do 
not see that they amount to much, 
this railroad company taxes every traveler cross- 
ing the State tencentsahead. [wonder whether 
any outsider that has crossed New Jersey on the 


side of the House comes from that State. And, 
sir, let us hope that the State of New Jersey will 
do better in future. Let us advise her to reform 
her politics. All that is well enough, but is it 
worth while because she is in, the habit of voting 
wrong to undertake to amend her State enact- 
ments, or to interfere with the decisions of her 
State courts on the powers of her own corpora- 
tions? Let us not do that. 

The remark is often made, for the purpose, per- 


| haps, of taunting New Jersey men, that if New 


| itis proposed to establish. 


tis said that | 


Camden and Amboy railroad line ever paid that || 


tax. I guess not. 
pany for its chartered privileges. ‘That is the 
price which this company pays for this exclusive 
right up to 1869; and it may be that it has aright 


It is simply a tax on thecom- | 


to those exclusive privileges by paying the tax. | 


jut when I get my ticketin Philadelphia for New 
York for a less sum than I pay for going the same 
distance in any other direction, does it make any 
difference to me whether the Camden and Amboy 
railroad pay ten cents of the amount to the State 
of New Finis or not? It strikes me not. 

But, sir, all our railroads pay taxes. All our 
companies are taxed, and why should not this 
railroad be taxed in some way? This objection, 
it seems to me, falls to the ground when itis shown 
that the traveling public are not injured, they hav- 
ing to pay no more for traveling over this road 
than they have to pay for traveling the same dis- 
tance in any other direction. 

Sut the same objection is made against the le- 
gislation of the State of New Jersey. It is said 
that the State of New Jersey obstructs the travel 
over her territory. 
that. 
lines are completed and in progress of construc- 
tion across the State of New Jersey than across 
any other State of the same size in the United 
States? 


across the State of New rerngt a 
railroads running from one border o 


tion that she is a selfish State, and will not let 


people cross her territory. Where is the ground | 


for that charge? Nowhere, sir, nowhere. 
It is true that all of these roads do not center 


in Philadelphia, and therefore some of my col- | 


leagues from that neighborhood may object that 
they are not railroads at all, or, at least, not rail- 
roads worthy of consideration; but, sir, dividing 


all mankind into two classes, Philadelphia and the |! 


rest of the world, to the latter division this ob- 
jection would not be entitled to the same weight. 

It is said that New Jersey is in the habit of 
voting wrong. That remark is made by gentle- 
men on this side of the House. 
mit, more in sorrow than in anger, that New Jer- 
sey is open to that charge; and I am sorry for it. 
lam always sorry, when | look across the Dela- 
ware and see that beautiful litule State, that she 
whould be so near out of the Union as she seems 
sometimes to be. And if gentlemen will contrive 
some way to make the State of New Jersey vote 
right, if they will accomplish that object even by 
congressional enactments—constitutional ones— 
I will unite heartily with them in it. But, sir, I 
will not take part in any petty quarrel between 
New Jersey corporations merely because the State 
of New Jersey does not vote right, 

The State of New Jersey, however, may-not be 
utterly beyond hope even in this respect, as will 
be seen in the fact that one gentleman upon this 

‘ 


There are no less than eleven railroad | 
lines, almost all of them completed and running, | 
, Sir, eleven | 
New Jersey | 
to the other, and yet we are met with the asser- | 


Well, sir, Lad- | 





Jersey were located a few hundred miles further 
south she would be alongside the parties she likes 
best; and, sir, if [ believed that assertion were true 
I would not still strain the provisions of the Con- 
stitution against her. 

1 have before me two maps of the State of New 
Jersey, and I would like any gentleman who pro- 
208es to vote for this bill to look at these maps. 

invite any gentleman especially who supposes 
that by voting for this bill he is voting for an air 
line, to look at them, and see the kind of air line 
I was taught to be- 
lieve a straight line the shortest distance between 
two points, and I really think the map had bet- 
ter be well examined before this House under- 
takes to establish this as an air line between Phil- 
adelphia and New York. 

Mr. Speaker, | will conclude by simply repeating 
that the present laws supply the place of the one 
now proposed, so far as any military necessity or 
postal necessity is concerned, and we have then no 
need of the passage of thia bill on that account. 

Then, as far as commerce is concerned, this 


|| proposed legislation is at least not shown to be 


| necessary. Besides that, this bill proposes to take 





|} motives of gentlemen connected with t 


hold of those State creatures, which we cannot 


‘| control even if we are disposed to; creatures that 


will die the very moment the legislative privileges 
in their charters are taken from them by the State 
of New Jersey. 

Considering then the measure, so far as the al- 
leged objects are concerned, needless and per- 


|| nicious, useless and ridiculous in every other 


point of view, I shall vote against it. 


Mr. GARFIELD. I do not desire, Mr. Speak- 


| er, to ask the attention of the House but a short 


time on this question. As I observe nearly all those 
who have addressed the House this morning, and 
are seeking the floor, are on one side of the ques- 
tion, it occurs to mea few words ought to be said 


|| in favor of this bil. 


Before I speak to the merits of the question I 


| must be allowed to express my disapprobation of 
Let us for a moment look at || 
Do gentlemen know that more railroad | 


all that class of remarks, of which we have had 
very much since this debate began, aye ae the 
iis matter, 


| of the motives of committees of the House, and 


of members ofthe House. It seems to me that this 
is all unworthy of this House, of its committees, 
and its members. 

Some member has intimated since this debate 
began that the Committee on Military Affairs was 
not unanimous in their action upon this bill. I 
would be glad toknow what gentleman is author- 
ized to say that the Committee on Military Affairs 
was or was not unanimous. I would be glad to 
know what member of the House or what mem- 
ber of a committee claims that he has the right to 
state what things occurred within the committee- 
room. It is my understanding of the duty of a 
member that he shall not state the action inside a 
committ@e, except so far as he is authorized by 
that committee, If any member of the Military 


| Committee is opposed to this bill he can speak 


for himself. We have been told, sir, that there 
are outside influences at work here, that the lob- 
bies are full of corporation agents, which are 
crowding around upon us on all hands and press- 
ing their influences upon the committees and the 
House. Now I have to say to all this, that such 
remarks are wholly hs ved 4 of men called upon 
to enact laws for a great people, and should be 
laid aside as undignified and unbefitting the char- 


/ acter of men holding the high place of legislators 


for the American nation, 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Broom- 
ALL] who has just addressed the House stated 
that New Jersey politics, New Jersey interests, 
and New Jersey legislation were brought before 
us and animad verted upon in order to control our 
action. This is all small-talk, and should not 
have a feather’s weight in determining the action 
of this body. 
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I will endeavor to state the merits of the m 
ure, as I understand it. I ask attention ;, 
fact at the outset that, outside of all eo 
siderations, this is only a part of a much erear, 
question which we are called upon to decide T. 
gentleman who addressed us this morning ¢ he 
tiously treated the Raritan and Atlantic en 
asa part of a proposed air-line road, andi 
given us a lesson drawn from the horn-book ™ 
elementary geometry to prove that the broken | 
of this railroad does not come up to Euclid’s deg, 
nition of a straightline. We do notneed dice. 
sions of that sort’to enable us to understand ui, 
nature of a monopoly or our duties as legislat , ' 
The question, I say, belongs to the larger re 
tion of more railroad facilities between New fork 
and Washington. The considerations which — 
upon that bear also upon this. Itisa notori - 
fact that the means of communication beter 
the commercial metropolis and the political a 
tropolis of this country are exceedingly deficient 
This cannot bedenied. We have it from the Post 
Office Department, we have it from the War De. 
partment, we have it fom the business public 
and we have it from the experience of every ae 
tleman who has traveled over this route a 
had occasion to transport freight over it, Na i 
nady seems that there is scarcely to be found ip 
the United States railroad facilities between gy 
two important cities so inadequate as those be. 
tween New York and Washington, 

There is a fact to which I wish to call the at. 
tention of the House, and I have the consent of 
the committee to which I belong to state it, that 
in reply toa letter addressed to him, the Quarter. 
master General states that the facilities of the 
present roads are not sufficient for the transports. 
tion of forage for the animals belonging to the 
army of the Potomac and the troops about this 
city. He states officially that it requires three 
hundred and seventy-five car-loads of long forage 
and seventy-four car-loads of short forage per 
day to feed the Government animals attached to 
the army in front of Washington. This doesnot 
include all the transportation of quartermasters’ 
stores. It does not include commissary supplies 
atall. It does not include the ordinary necessi- 
ties of trade in this capital. It is only this one 
item—the supply of the animals of the army— 
that requires four hundred and forty-nine car- 
loads per day, and ali this must come to the city 
of Washington over a single track, the only means 
of access in time of winter to the great capital of 
the nation. A large part of these supplies comes 
over the line between New York and this place. 
When the ice blockade occurred, on the Ist of 
January last and the week succeeding, the Quar- 
termaster General reported that he got but twenty 
loads of forage over that line for a whole week. 
He should have had seven times four hundred 
and forty-nine. The Potomac was blockaded 
with ice, and the railroad itself, which in two 
places crosses an arm of the sea, wasalso blocked 
with ice. 

The Quartermaster further reported that if the 
blockade had continued one week more the ani- 
mals of the army would have been in a starving 
condition. 

Mr. MORRIS, of New York. I would inquire 
of the gentleman whether all the forage comes trom 
the State of New Jersey? 

Mr. GARFIELD. o, sir, not all of it, buts 
very large share of it does. 

I am speaking now of the general necessity; I 
will come to the special necessity directly. I say 
it stands before this Government as a matter o! 
fact that had God let His ice remain in the river 
two weeks longer, the animals of the army o! the 
Potomac would have been dead. You could not 


eal. 
LO th 
lateral eon. 


ost 


have fed your army, you could not have pre 
served your animals, you could not have - 
ad ne 


tained your war, if the providence of God h 
broken the fetters of winter, simply’ because & 
power not in the hands of the Government, buts 
the hands of a great corporation, holds the mey 
to all communication between this and the ous”? 
world. 

Now the question comes, has this Governme! 
the right to protect itself; has this great nation 
the right to Feed itself; has it the right to feed 7 
Army? If it has any of these rights, It has . 
the consequent right of searching out, of eon 
of adopting and using the means to accomplis 
this purpose. No small-talk about New Jersey 
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